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COMING SOON: MINISTRIES FAIR  

SUNDAY, SEPTEMBER 7  

Following the 10:30 a.m. service on September 7, a Ministries Fair will 

be held in the Parish Hall sponsored by the Stewardship Commission. The 

Fair is intended to celebrate and give thanks for the Committees and Commis-

sions that are part of the life of St. Andrewôs.  

This will be a wonderful time to find out about the many ways in which 

St. Andrewôs ministers to its members, its friends and its neighbors here and 

around the world. It will be a chance to register 

for Sunday School, to learn about the new Sun-

day Afternoon Music Series, to meet new 

friends and to simply enjoy being part of the St. 

Andrewôs community.  

      There will be more information about the 

Ministries Fair as we draw closer to the begin-

ning of the program year. Stay tuned! 

Final Notes 

The Celtic, published monthly except for a 

combined June-July issue, is the newsletter of 

Saint Andrewõs Episcopal Church, 4512 College 

Avenue, College Park, Maryland 20740. 

 

Deadline for Submissions 

Sunday closest to the tenth day of each month. 

Send paper copy or photos to the parish office, 

or email/attach your articles to stan-

drews1@comcast.net. 

 

Weekly Schedule for August 

Sunday 

 8:00 a.m. Holy Eucharist Rite I 

 9:30 a.m. Choir Rehearsal 

  Nursery Open 

10:30 a.m. Holy Eucharist Rite II with music 

Thursday 

10:00 a.m. Thrift Corner (until 2 p.m.) 

 7:00 p.m. Thrift Corner (until 8:30 p.m.) 
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Fourth Sundays at Four  

For the Community of  College Park  

In an effort to strengthen our ties with the community and reach out to 

others, we are beginning a new music series this fall. We begin on September 

28, and continue every fourth Sunday through May 24, 2009. Please see our 

new music brochure which is included in this Celtic, come to the programs, 

and invite your friends to see and hear what is happening at St. Andrewôs.  
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In May, Bill and I followed in the 

footsteps of Richard and Mary Mar-

shall Levy and Pat and Lee Preston to 

see first-hand the remarkable conse-

quences of an Anglican congregationôs 

decision to address a major problem 

facing their countryôs young 

democracy. The place: Jo-

hannesburg, South Africa. 

The problem: lack of access 

to a first-rate education for 

black children. The solution: 

start a school and house it in 

the churchôs Sunday school 

classrooms. If you heard the 

sermon Martha gave when 

she was with us in June, 

youôll have some idea of the 

impact of that decision on 

the life of that faith commu-

nity. 

Our host for our visit 

to the Vuleka School, Janet 

Saner, took us to three of the now 

eight venues that house pre-school, 

primary school (through grade 7), 

and special needs classes. We were 

charmed each time we walked into a 

classroom and were greeted by the 

children speaking together, saying 

ñGood morning Mrs. Saner and visi-

tors. We are happy to see you.ò 

These children live in the townships 

where unemployment is high, pov-

erty is deep, and the schools are 

poor. Some of the children are AIDS 

orphans. Others have been abused 

and traumatized. The classes are 

small, the instruction is in English, 

the teaching staff is dedicated and 

well-trained. Each year many gradu-

ating students are granted scholar-

ships by some of the best private 

schools in the area.  

Two of the venues have fully-

equipped computer labs and all the 

teachers have been trained on how to 

use them for instruction. We were 

proud that our 2007 Pentecost offer-

ing, which was designated for the 

Vuleka School, helped in equipping 

one of the labs. We were also pleased 

that this yearôs Pentecost offering is 

also designated for the Vuleka 

School. The US dollar is still rather 

strong in South Africa. Our 2007 gift 

of around $3,000 translates to 

R22,285. This yearôs Pentecost offer-

ing of around $2,125, or R17,000, 

had not yet been tallied when we 

were in South Africa, but we were 

happy to know that it would arrive 

shortly and be put to good use. 

Vuleka started in 1989 with 59 

children in 4 classes housed in the 

Sunday School rooms at 

Saint-Martinôs-in-the-Veld 

Church. At the end of that 

year, 21 children were 

placed in private schools. 

Today, Vuleka has over 

560 children in 27 classes, 

at eight venues. The chil-

dren are welcomed into 

state and private schools 

when they are ready to 

leave. Thinking strategi-

cally, Vuleka is further 

expanding its reach 

through new initiatives to 

train black teachers who 

can go on to teach in 

schools in Johannesburg and beyond. 

Some Vuleka Stories  
http://www.vulekaschool.co.za 

A is a new orphan at Vuleka. 

He is five years old. His great-

granny does ópiece workô and is a 

part time domestic worker for pen-

sioners. She earns just over R1,000 a 

month but she does have a room in 

the sky close by, on top of the apart-

ments where she works. The aunt 

with whom the child was staying 

Some of the children at Vuleka School 
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See Vuleka on p. 3 


