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COMING SOON: MINISTRIES FAIR  

SUNDAY, SEPTEMBER 7  

Following the 10:30 a.m. service on September 7, a Ministries Fair will 

be held in the Parish Hall sponsored by the Stewardship Commission. The 

Fair is intended to celebrate and give thanks for the Committees and Commis-

sions that are part of the life of St. Andrewôs.  

This will be a wonderful time to find out about the many ways in which 

St. Andrewôs ministers to its members, its friends and its neighbors here and 

around the world. It will be a chance to register 

for Sunday School, to learn about the new Sun-

day Afternoon Music Series, to meet new 

friends and to simply enjoy being part of the St. 

Andrewôs community.  

      There will be more information about the 

Ministries Fair as we draw closer to the begin-

ning of the program year. Stay tuned! 

Final Notes 

The Celtic, published monthly except for a 

combined June-July issue, is the newsletter of 

Saint Andrewõs Episcopal Church, 4512 College 

Avenue, College Park, Maryland 20740. 

 

Deadline for Submissions 

Sunday closest to the tenth day of each month. 

Send paper copy or photos to the parish office, 

or email/attach your articles to stan-

drews1@comcast.net. 

 

Weekly Schedule for August 

Sunday 

 8:00 a.m. Holy Eucharist Rite I 

 9:30 a.m. Choir Rehearsal 

  Nursery Open 

10:30 a.m. Holy Eucharist Rite II with music 

Thursday 

10:00 a.m. Thrift Corner (until 2 p.m.) 

 7:00 p.m. Thrift Corner (until 8:30 p.m.) 

Saint Andrewôs Episcopal Church 
4512 College Avenue 
College Park, Maryland 20740 

Non-Profit Org. 
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Fourth Sundays at Four  

For the Community of  College Park  

In an effort to strengthen our ties with the community and reach out to 

others, we are beginning a new music series this fall. We begin on September 

28, and continue every fourth Sunday through May 24, 2009. Please see our 

new music brochure which is included in this Celtic, come to the programs, 

and invite your friends to see and hear what is happening at St. Andrewôs.  
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In May, Bill and I followed in the 

footsteps of Richard and Mary Mar-

shall Levy and Pat and Lee Preston to 

see first-hand the remarkable conse-

quences of an Anglican congregationôs 

decision to address a major problem 

facing their countryôs young 

democracy. The place: Jo-

hannesburg, South Africa. 

The problem: lack of access 

to a first-rate education for 

black children. The solution: 

start a school and house it in 

the churchôs Sunday school 

classrooms. If you heard the 

sermon Martha gave when 

she was with us in June, 

youôll have some idea of the 

impact of that decision on 

the life of that faith commu-

nity. 

Our host for our visit 

to the Vuleka School, Janet 

Saner, took us to three of the now 

eight venues that house pre-school, 

primary school (through grade 7), 

and special needs classes. We were 

charmed each time we walked into a 

classroom and were greeted by the 

children speaking together, saying 

ñGood morning Mrs. Saner and visi-

tors. We are happy to see you.ò 

These children live in the townships 

where unemployment is high, pov-

erty is deep, and the schools are 

poor. Some of the children are AIDS 

orphans. Others have been abused 

and traumatized. The classes are 

small, the instruction is in English, 

the teaching staff is dedicated and 

well-trained. Each year many gradu-

ating students are granted scholar-

ships by some of the best private 

schools in the area.  

Two of the venues have fully-

equipped computer labs and all the 

teachers have been trained on how to 

use them for instruction. We were 

proud that our 2007 Pentecost offer-

ing, which was designated for the 

Vuleka School, helped in equipping 

one of the labs. We were also pleased 

that this yearôs Pentecost offering is 

also designated for the Vuleka 

School. The US dollar is still rather 

strong in South Africa. Our 2007 gift 

of around $3,000 translates to 

R22,285. This yearôs Pentecost offer-

ing of around $2,125, or R17,000, 

had not yet been tallied when we 

were in South Africa, but we were 

happy to know that it would arrive 

shortly and be put to good use. 

Vuleka started in 1989 with 59 

children in 4 classes housed in the 

Sunday School rooms at 

Saint-Martinôs-in-the-Veld 

Church. At the end of that 

year, 21 children were 

placed in private schools. 

Today, Vuleka has over 

560 children in 27 classes, 

at eight venues. The chil-

dren are welcomed into 

state and private schools 

when they are ready to 

leave. Thinking strategi-

cally, Vuleka is further 

expanding its reach 

through new initiatives to 

train black teachers who 

can go on to teach in 

schools in Johannesburg and beyond. 

Some Vuleka Stories  
http://www.vulekaschool.co.za 

A is a new orphan at Vuleka. 

He is five years old. His great-

granny does ópiece workô and is a 

part time domestic worker for pen-

sioners. She earns just over R1,000 a 

month but she does have a room in 

the sky close by, on top of the apart-

ments where she works. The aunt 

with whom the child was staying 

Some of the children at Vuleka School 

VULEKA Means òTo Open Up, To Enlightenó 
Kay Gilcher 

    Saint AndrewôsSaint Andrewôs  
 

 

 

August 2008 August 2008   

See Vuleka on p. 3 
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The community that is St. An-

drewôs has many faces, lives and 

works in many places and is active 

in many different phases of the life 

of this community, this region and 

the world. This community consists 

of members who have formally 

joined the ranks of Communicants in 

Good Standing and many who are 

not formally members but are 

faithful in worship. This 

community includes the 

Episcopal Anglican Campus 

Ministry and all who are part 

of it; students, graduate stu-

dents, faculty and staff. And 

this community stretches all 

the way to South Africa. St. 

Andrewôs is a community 

without walls. 

Above everything else, 

St. Andrewôs is a community 

of faith. Everyone who is 

part of us is on their own per-

sonal and particular journey; 

a journey which brings each 

person closer and closer to God. This 

journey for some includes only par-

ticipation in worship, for others it 

includes participation in the social 

life of the parish and in its social 

ministry and for most, the journey 

includes both. Most support St. An-

drewôs financially and many with 

volunteer time.  

This community does not have 

rigid boundaries, but rather its 

boundaries are soft and indistinct. 

This is because no single personôs 

journey is more or less valid than 

anotherôs. Every person and their 

lifeôs journey is sacred; not any one 

more than any other one. There has 

never been a time that was more sa-

cred than this time, nor a place that 

was more sacred than this place.  

St. Andrewôs is itself on a sa-

cred journey; a journey that will 

bring new leadership, a journey that 

will bring new life, a journey that 

will bring all its members and 

friends into a closer relationship with 

God as God is revealed in the life, 

death and resurrection of Jesus 

Christ. The great discovery of our 

faith is that the more we give to it, 

the more it gives to us. The more we 

participate in the life of the church, 

the more we come to know Christ. 

St. Andrewôs is a Christian com-

munity, not because it is a part of the 

world-wide Anglican Communion, 

though that is true, but because it is a 

part of the journey of so many who 

in various ways come to know 

Christ. Faith in Christ opens for us 

the possibility of knowing more 

about God, which is to say, more 

about the meaning and purpose of 

life and of death. Jesus Christ is 

about life and death. And Christ is 

revealed in scripture, in prayer and, 

perhaps most vividly, in the faces of 

all those who are part of the Commu-

nity That Is St. Andrewôs, no matter 

what the level of their partici-

pation. Every time someone 

new joins their journey with 

that of this community, 

Christ is more fully revealed. 

Because our boundaries are 

imprecise, even porous, it is 

our mandate, our command, 

to welcome the stranger. 

Every time we do, we wel-

come Christ himself. 

     It is indeed a good thing 

that the boundaries of St. An-

drewôs are so imprecise, be-

cause that allows others to 

join their journey with ours. 

In fact, one might say that it 

is our Christian duty to make certain 

that we are a community without 

walls in order to encourage and 

nourish the journeys of others just as 

our own journey has been supported 

here. If we try to keep mission and 

ministry to ourselves, it will surely 

wither and die.  

At the conclusion of each Ves-

try meeting we pray, ñGive us the 

grace to accept the Christ who comes 

in your name and the courage to be 

the Christ for others. Amenò 

Reverend Bruce + 

The Community that Is Saint Andrewõs 

From Our InterimFrom Our Interim  

Episcopal/Anglican Campus Ministry  

85th Anniversary Gala  

Saturday Evening, September 27, 2008 

Location: St. Paul's, Rock Creek Church 

Alsoé. 

SUNDAY EVENING EUCHARIST  

RESUMES on August 31 

6:30 p.m. in the Church 
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Vestry/Search Committee  

The Vestry voted to appoint a 2nd 

Vestry Liaison to the Search Commit-

tee for the next phases of the Search 

process. Our consultant affirmed that it 

is typical to have more than 1, espe-

cially for the purpose of increasing 

exposure to the candidates. An impor-

tant clarification is that the Liaison(s) 

do have voting authority.  

The draft of the Congregational 

Profile has been completed and sub-

mitted to Bishop Chane for approval. 

Final edits are being done, and formal 

approval is expected in the near future. 

When that is complete, the Profile will 

be released for candidates to review 

and the selection process will begin.  

EACM Report  

Rev. Peter Antoci provided a re-

port that began with a historical over-

view of St. Andrewôs Chapel, our 

original church, and its early and im-

portant role at the University of Mary-

land. Regarding the present and look-

ing to the future, the EACM House is 

fast becoming a vital hub of student 

spiritual activity, growing the numbers 

of services, attendees and communions 

that it supports. Now is the ideal time 

to take more steps to integrate the 

EACM and the church. Ways are being 

considered to engage students in ser-

vice opportunities and to broadcast 

more information about the Sunday 

evening service, highlighting that eve-

ryone is welcome.  

Pastoral Care  

Pastoral Care is up and running 

after it was separated from Congrega-

tional Care. A staff member in the of-

fice will now oversee the handling of 

any requests for cards, visits, Eucha-

rist, meals, prayers, etc.  Members are 

encouraged to go ahead and volunteer 

now since a tracking method is already 

in place.  

Jubilee Commission  

The gospel choir from the Keis-

kamma Valley area of South Africa 

will be here to participate at the 6:30 

p.m. service on December 7. This is 

part of a cooperative effort among 4 

different churches in the Washington, 

DC area. There is a piece of tapestry 

from there that will be brought around 

to the various churches to coincide 

with the various events, including the 

service here. Discussions about provid-

ing related educational materials are 

underway, especially about the actions 

that churches there are taking and how 

they are approaching the AIDS epi-

demic locally in South Africa. More 

information will be provided as De-

cember 7 approaches.  

Buildings & Grounds Committee  

Quotes are being solicited 

for fixing the parking lots. 

The main lot has drainage 

problems at both entrances 

to the church and the other 

lot is crumbling and has a 

large pothole that is get-

ting bigger. The 

Preservation and 

Endowment Board is debating whether 

to fund fixing one or both lots. The 

approximate cost is expected to be a 

feasible amount that could be funded. 

The Committee is recommending that 

both parking lots be fixed, not one. 

The next steps to be taken after receiv-

ing firm quotes are to seek Preserva-

tion and Endowment Board approval, 

followed by Vestry approval.  

Roof repairs are under control for 

now. There is a concern, however, 

about the roof over the Parish Hall area 

of the building because it was installed 

60 years ago and it is a 60 year roof. 

This is in contrast to the roof over the 

church, which is of higher quality. This 

is an item for the next Capital Cam-

paign, whenever that will be.   

Other  

The church telephone system was 

destroyed by an electrical surge. It has 

been replaced by the existing provider 

and is back in service. The cost was 

low enough to be paid from budgeted 

maintenance funds. 

Vestry NotesVestry Notes  

Vestry Meetings May 27 and June 24, 2008  

Save the Date:  
Sunday, November 2, 

4:30 pm 
Please come and hear 

The Reverend Sam Por-
taro , retired Episcopal 
Chaplain of the Univer-

sity of Chicago, and past 
president of the Episco-
pal Society of Ministries 

of Higher Education. Rev-
erend Portaro will be 

speaking on the process 
of congregational mis-

sion discernment.  

SAVE THE DATE!  

Our Annual Parish Retreat at Shrine 

Mont is scheduled for the first weekend in 

October, Oct. 3ï5. Watch for more infor-

mation in the September Celtic and on the 

bulletin boards in the Parish Hall. 
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by Lynne Slater  

In 2003 when Linda Alex-

ander came to St Andrewôs, she 

was looking for an inclusive 

church that offered an opportu-

nity to share her faith through 

service to others. On the first 

and fifth Sundays of the month, 

you can find Linda in the 

kitchen cooking for the Loaves 

& Fishes Café. Currently co-

chair of the Jubilee Committee, 

Linda has also worked as an 

usher and a counter.  

Raised in Indianapolis by 

her mother and grandmother, 

Linda flirted with several ca-

reers before deciding on library 

science. Twenty years ago, she 

came to this area for a job at Gallau-

det, where she is now the manager of 

Library Technical Services.  

Linda related that her faith jour-

ney and religious affiliation have 

been influenced by her sexual orien-

tation. As a young child Linda at-

tended various protestant churches, 

but became a devout Roman Catho-

lic when her mother remarried into 

the faith. However, as she grew com-

fortable with her sexual orientation, 

she felt rejected by the church.  

Seeking a more inclusive spiri-

tual practice, Linda experimented 

with Eastern traditions and attended 

Quaker meetings. As an active mem-

ber of the Metropolitan Community 

Church, an interdenominational 

church in DC which offers a special 

ministry to members who are Gay, 

Lesbian, Bisexual or Transgendered, 

Linda felt very comfortable and nur-

tured, but she also felt separated 

from the larger community. Eventu-

ally, she decided to seek a neighbor-

hood church.  

Linda found St Andrewôs 

through an ad in the Gazette. Though 

she attended church sporadically at 

Among Us: Linda AlexanderAmong Us: Linda Alexander  
We each come to St. Andrewôs by a different path and make a unique contribution.  

first, she was impressed by a 

congregation that ñwalked the 

walk.ò Linda had little spare 

time, since she was caring for 

her mother, so she initially 

sought to contribute through 

activities that coincided with 

the 10:30 service. She volun-

teered as an usher and a 

counter. In 2005, after her 

mother passed, she began help-

ing out at the Loaves & Fishes 

Café. Eventually, she attended 

one of the monthly meetings of 

the Jubilee Committee, which 

she now co-leads.  

With her strong desire to con-

tribute, Linda has made use of a 

variety of volunteer options that 

St Andrewôs has to offer. She 

values the church community not 

only for the worship experience and 

support it provides, but also for the 

opportunity to extend her faith out-

side the church doors. 
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4512 College Avenue, College Park, Maryland 20740 

Phone: 301-864-8880 �? Fax: 301-887-0170 

Email: standrews1@comcast.net �? Web: http://standrewscollegepark.org 

Office Hours: 9 a.m.ð3 p.m. MondayðFriday 

Episcopal/Anglican Campus Ministry: 301-405-8453 
 

Parish Staff 

The Rev. W. Bruce McPherson, Priest-in-Charge 

 Aja Thomas, Parish Administrator Dr. Dale Krider, Organist/Choirmaster 

 Keith Arnaud, Treasurer Nancy Maestri, Director of Christian Formation 

 Jennifer Thorson, Financial Coordinator The Rev. Dr. Peter Antoci, Chaplain at UMCP 

 The Rev. Luther Ziegler, Priest Associate  

Vestry 

Until February 2009 Until February 2010 Until February 2011 

Celia Arnaud Bill Gilcher, Junior Warden Janet Carpenter 

Cheryl Hoffman Doug Kelley Wayne DeCesar 

Greg Jackson Larrty Merkle Charles Fulcher 

Frances Walker Dan Ryan, Senior Warden Pat Preston 
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now has senile dementia and there 

was nowhere else for him to go. All 

Vuleka classes were full but Vuleka 

is the only place he can come to 

school. So one Vuleka classroom is a 

little fuller and the Vuleka Orphans 

Fund a little emptier. 

B doesnôt know whether she 

is an orphan or not. She is a refu-

gee who has been separated from her 

parents and lives in a childrenôs 

home. No one understands or speaks 

her mother tongue. A year later, she 

can communicate well in Englishé

and readéand finally math makes 

sense. Her joy as she managed all 

these was infectious. She still faces 

problems but her teacher, the Head 

and the social worker are there when 

the wheels fall off. 

C is also a refugee of a kind. 

He has been sent from Zimbabwe by 

his wider family to his parents who 

have work permits in South Africa. 

Life in Zimbabwe is just too difficult 

for extra mouths to feed. He has no 

skills and no English. 

The Zimbabwean edu-

cation system, once a 

model for the rest of 

Africa, has collapsed, 

along with the economy, 

as teachers have left in 

droves. Vuleka is able to 

take him in, going back 

to the techniques honed 

when we were a bridg-

ing school. 

D is a new boy in 

one of our higher 

grades. He had been 

abandoned by his par-

ents and an uncle took 

him in. His uncle is a gardener. One 

of his employers offered to pay for 

him to attend Vuleka, but only for 

one year unless he 

proved to be worth 

sponsoring. He has 

all sorts of emo-

tional and social 

issues as well as a 

poor academic 

background at his 

previous school. He 

had no sel f-

confidence at all. A 

v o l u n t e e r  a r t 

teacher introduced 

him to painting ï 

and this child has 

been transformed. 

He has found his gift and an outlet 

for self expression. His marks have 

shot up. 

F is one of eighteen children 

at St Markôs Vuleka who has dis-

covered the joy of gardening by 

working in the tunnel. Like his 

friends, he shows a daily interest in 

what is happening to the vegetables 

grown there: bringing vegetable 

peelings from home for the worm 

farm, collecting and using the fertil-

izer from the worms, planting and 

watering and picking the crop. He 

has taken seed to plant at home in 

Diepsloot where he has dug his own 

vegetable patch. 

Bill and Kay with Janet Saner in a computer lab 

One of Dôs drawings (see Vuleka Stories) 

Vuleka SchoolVuleka School  

Vuleka from page 1 

St-Martinôs-in-the-Veld ï where it 

all started 


