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CELTIC  
December  2007 

ADVENT : A  TIME OF ANTICIPATION  

ȿ,ÈÙÈÕɯ ÛÏÈɀɯÖÙɯȿ,ÈÙÈÕÈɯ3ÏÈȳɀɯ
ȿ"ÖÔÌȮɯ.ÜÙɯ+ÖÙËȵɀɯÖÙɯȿ.ÜÙɯ+ÖÙËɯhas 
ÊÖÔÌȳɀɯ .ÕÌɯ ÖÍɯ ÛÏÌɯ ËÐÍÍÐÊÜÓÛÐÌÚɯ ÐÕɯ
translating the Bible from its orig i-
nal languages is the lack of punctu-
ation and spacing. The Greek trans-
literation of the Aramaic in 1 Cor. 
16:22 can be translated either way. 
Well, in the season of Advent, we 
celebraÛÌɯÉÖÛÏȮɯÈÚɯÞÌɯÈÞÈÐÛɯ"ÏÙÐÚÛɀÚɯ
coming at the end of time and as we 
look forward to Christmas, when he 
first came to us as an infant. Al-
though the primary emphasis is on 
"ÏÙÐÚÛɀÚɯÊÖÔÐÕÎɯÈÛɯÛÏÌɯÌÕËɯÖÍɯÛÐÔÌȮɯ
the expectation surrounding the 
coming of our Lord a s both past 
and future event is the major theme.  

Just as the full significance of Je-
ÚÜÚɀɯÓÐÍÌɯÈÕËɯÔÐÕÐÚÛÙàɯÊÈÕɯÖÕÓàɯÉÌɯ
understood when viewed back-
ward from the Resurrection, so it is 
with Advent. Advent looks forward 
to the coming of the Redeemer, 
with th emes of expectation and ful-
fillment; watchfulness; waiting; 
hope and longing for justice and 
righteousness; light overcoming 
darkness; repentance and release 
from sin; and (last but not least) the 
grateful response of the faithful in 
praise and thanksgivin g.  

For a brief preview of some 
themes of Advent, read the Collects 
for each of the four Sundays of Ad-
vent beginning on page 211 of the 
prayer book, including my personal 
ÍÈÝÖÙÐÛÌɯ ÞÏÐÊÏɯ ÉÌÎÐÕÚȯɯ Ɂ ÓÔÐÎÏÛàɯ
God, give us grace to cast away the 

works of  darkness and put on the 
armor oÍɯ+ÐÎÏÛȭȭȭɂɯ 

Advent begins at the end of the 
story, in a manner of speaking: not 
with the birth of Jesus but with his 
coming in glory at the end of time. 
Images of preparation for the reign 
of God in the first weeks turn to a 
voice crying in the wilderness 
which we associate with John the 

Baptist in weeks two and three, as 
ÞÌɯÌß×ÌÙÐÌÕÊÌɯ)ÖÏÕɀÚɯÊÈÓÓɯÛÖɯÙÌ×Ìn-
tance and his promise of redemp-
tion. The fourth week celebrates 
&ÖËɀÚɯÐÕÐÛÐÈÛÐÝÌɯÐÕɯÛÏÌɯ ÕÕÜÕÊÐÈÛÐÖÕɯ
of the coming birth of Jesus to Mary. 
But in all of them there is the sense 
of longing for Christ to finally come 
and put right all that is wrong with 
the world.  

There will be some changes in 
our worship for the season of Ad-
vent. Most obvious will be the 
change of liturgical color from the 
ÎÙÌÌÕɯÖÍɯȿÖÙËÐÕÈÙàɯÛÐÔÌɀɯÛÖɯ ËÝÌÕÛɯ
blue for the pulpit and lectern han g-
ings, the clergy vestments and the 
candles of the Advent wreath. The 
Gloria is not used during Advent (it 

will reappear on Christmas Eve), 
being replaced by the Trisagion or a 
canticle. 

In our case, we will have a sung 
setting of the Magnificat instead of 
the Trisagion for each of the four 
Sundays of Advent. The Psalm will 
be sung with cantor and choir and 
an antiphon for the congregation to 
sing. We will use the same form of 
the prayers of the people on all four 
Sundays of Advent - a form that is 
adapted from the Australian Prayer 
Book, and which ends with a spe-
cial Advent collect that looks fo r-
ÞÈÙËɯÛÖɯ "ÏÙÐÚÛɀÚɯÊÖÔÐÕÎɯÐÕɯÎÓÖÙàɯ
and asks God to hasten the coming 
of His kingdom.  

The Eucharistic Prayer most 
commonly used for Advent is 
prayer B found on page 367 of the 
prayer book. It is particularly a p-
propriate for the season due to its 
strong emphasis on the Incarnation 
ÈÕËɯÖÕɯ"ÏÙÐÚÛɀÚɯÊÖÔÐÕÎɯÐÕɯÎÓÖÙàɯÈÛɯ
its conclusion. We will use it for all 
services during Advent and 
Christmas. (For those of you who 
love the Rite I Eucharist, please be 
patient. There is no special version 
of Rite I for this season, so we will 
be doing Rite II Prayer B. I promise 
àÖÜɀÓÓɯ ÎÌt Rite I back after the 
twelve days of Christmas are over!) 

Last but not least, remember that 
even though we light the candles of 
an Advent Wreath in the church, 
the real focus of the Advent wreath 
is to use it in your homes during the 
season. A booklet of prayers and 
reflections will be available for you 
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to use in your home devotional 
practice during the season. So, no 
matter how much the hurry -up and 
hype of Christmas surround you 
now, try to hold it off for a bit. R e-
lax, slow down and let the Advent 
anticipation and wonder lead you 
there. 

Advent Blessings! Martha 

 

 

 
CHILDREN TO CHILDREN  

ADVENT 2007 

Last year, following a visit to 
Africa, Bishop Chane initiated an 
Advent project for children. Calling 
ÐÛɯÛÏÌɯɁ"ÏÐÓËÙÌÕɯÛÖɯ"ÏÐÓËÙÌÕɯ"Èm-
×ÈÐÎÕȮɂɯÏÌɯÚÜÎÎÌÚÛÌËɯÛÏat children 
in the Diocese of Washington might 
collect money for specific groups of 
children in Africa. This year the 
money collected will benefit Beauty 
!ÈÓÈȮɯÈÕɯɁÌÝÌÙàËÈàɯÏÌÙÖɂɯÞÏÖɯ×Ùo-
vides care and support to children 
and people living with HIV/AIDS 
in Siyaphila township.  

Children have decorated mite 
boxes for their collections. They will 
return the monies collected on De-
cember 23 (4th Sunday in Advent) 
or at the 5:00 p.m. Christmas Eve 
Celebration. Adults who wish to 
contribute may write a check to the 
Ɂ#ÐÖÊÌÚÌɯ ÖÍɯ 6ÈÚÏÐÕÎÛÖÕɂɯ ÞÐÛÏɯ
ɁƖƔƔƛɯ"ÏÐÓËÙÌÕɯÛÖɯ"ÏÐÓËÙÌÕɂɯÖÕɯÛÏÌɯ
memo line. All contributions will be 
sent to Church House after Christ-
mas. 

 
CHRISTMAS PAGEANT  

At 5:00 p.m. on Christmas Eve, 
we will have our Family Christmas 
Celebration. The first part of the 
service will be a presentation of the 
NO REHEARSAL Christmas pa-
geant. All children are welcome to 
participate. They can bring their 
own costume or choose one from 
the churchɀs collection; wise people 
and animals are always welcome, as 
are shepherds and angels.  

We encourage parents to help 
their children decide in advance 
what role they w ould like to play. 
We will have  costumes available for 
angels, shepherds, and wise per-
sons during coffee hour on Dec. 16. 
Parents may help their children 
choose their costumes in a relaxed 
atmosphere and then take them 
home, returning with them on 
Christmas Eve.  

Costumes will also be available 
in the parish hall before the pageant 
for visi tors and others who are un-
able to pick them up ahead of time. 
Please arrive by 4:30 p.m. if your 
child needs to choose a costume. All 
children should be in costume by 
4:45 p.m. 

Following the pageant we will 
move into a celebration of the Holy 
Eucharist. After the service you are 
invited to the Parish Hall for a 
Christmas reception. 

 

 
ADULT FORUMS  

Dec 2 & Dec 9 
Unplugging the Christmas M a-

chine based on the book Unplug the 
Christmas Machine by Jo Robinson 
and Jean Coppock Staeheli. We look 
at the Christmas season, exploring 
ÞÏÈÛɯÞÌɯËÖɯÈÕËɯËÖÕɀÛɯËÖȮɯÞÏÈÛɯÞÌɯ
ÍÌÌÓɯÈÕËɯËÖÕɀÛɯÍÌÌÓȭɯ(ÚɯàÖÜÙɯ"ÏÙÐÚt-
mas busier and more stressful than 
you wish it was? Does the expe-
rience leave you flat? What kind of 
Christmas memories operate in 
your family and/or what kind of 
Christm as memories are you trying 
to create for your children? Learn 
how to de-stress your holiday 
without sacrificing meaning.  If you 
missed the first session, you can still 
benefit from the rest of the wor k-
shop. Take a few minutes to jot 
down your memories of y our 
childhood Christmases and your 
fantasy of the best Christmas ever! 

Dec 16 & 23 
Welcoming an Adult Christ at 

Christmas  ȹÉÈÚÌËɯ 1Èàɯ !ÙÖÞÕɀÚɯ
book by the same name.) We will 
explore the infancy Gospels of Mat-
thew and Luke, looking at the i m-
ages they give us and how those 
images shape our expectations of 
Jesus, the man. 

Coming in January  
January 6  
Epiphany ɬ No Adult Forum  
January 13 
(Ô×ÓÐÊÈÛÐÖÕÚɯÖÍɯ)ÌÚÜÚɀɯÉÈ×ÛÐÚÔɯÈÕËɯ
the beginning of his ministry.  
January 20, 27  
TBD. Anyone who wants to lead 
the  Forum in January and beyond, 
please contact Martha Wallace. 
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CHURCH SCHOOL 

SCHEDULE  

During Advent, all Sunday 
School classes will be learning 
about the meaning of Advent while 
they complete their lessons about 
Old Testament heroes. They will be 
lighting Advent candles each Sun-
day as well as hearing the Christ-
mas story as they prepare for the 
pageant and the coming of the Chr-
ist Child.  

There will be no classes on 
Sunday, December 30. Children are 
invited to attend Lessons and Car-
ols at the 10:30 service with their 
parents ÍÖÙɯ ÛÏÌɯ ɁBlessing of the 
Toysɂȭɯ6ÈÛÊÏɯàÖÜÙɯÉÜÓÓÌÛÐÕɯÍÖÙɯËe-
tails in December. 

During the past few years, sev-

eral small groups have started at St. 

 ÕËÙÌÞɀÚȭɯ 3ÏÌÚÌɯ ÎÙÖÜ×Úɯ ÝÈÙàɯ ÐÕɯ

size, format, and purpose. Some are 

open groups which meet monthly 

and always welcome newcomers. 

Others involve more structured 

programs and welcome newcomers 

at specified times during the year.  

Two ongoing groups which are 

always open to newcomers are 

Needlework Outreach and the 

Book Discussion group. Needle-

work Outreach  meets on the first 

Saturday of the month from 10:00 

a.m. to noon. Beginners and experts 

are encouraged to join and work on 

projects such as caps for chemothe-

rapy patients, hats for preemies, or 

prayer shawls. 

The St.  ÕËÙÌÞɀÚɯ!ÖÖÒɯ&ÙÖÜ× 

meets at 7:00 p.m. on the second 

Sunday of every month in the 

Emack Room. Each month, we al-

ternate between having members 

report on various books of interest 

and having all members read the 

same book and discuss it.  

The Bible Study  and Personal 

Spiritual Deepening  groups 

meet twice a month, using pub-

lished curriculum materials to 

guide their study and discussion. 

Each of these groups will be start-

ing a new study in January. 

Please contact Nancy Maestri at 

nmaestri@comcast.net  or 301-

864-8880 for more information.  

Watch the calendar in the week-

ly bulletin for the time and location 

ÖÍɯÌÈÊÏɯÖÍɯÛÏÌÚÌɯÎÙÖÜ×ɀÚɯÔÌÌÛÐÕÎÚȭ 

 

     M USIC NOTES 

 
 

PIANO needed. . . 
The piano in the Rector's Lounge 

and the one on the stage of the Pa-
rish Hall are both in such poor con-
dition that, in the opinion of our 
professional piano technician, they 
are not worth keeping. We are 
planning to have them removed.  

As a replacement, we would like 
to purchase a good electronic key-
board that could be used in both the 
Parish Hall and Rector's lounge 
when needed. Contact Dale Krider 
at the church if you are interested in 
helping with this project.  

Music on Christmas Eve 
The ChildÙÌÕɀÚɯ"ÏÖÐÙ, under the 

direction of Cindy Stanford, will 
sing at the 5 p.m. service. 

Our traditional half -hour mu s-
ical prelude begins at 10 p.m., 
and will include solo organ 
works, anthems by the choir, and, 
of course, the singing of some of 
the great Christmas carols. Come 
early and prepare yourself with 
music for the Christmas Eve Fes-
tival Eucharist.  

 

You can tell a lot about 
a person by the way he 
or she handles these three 
things: a rainy day, lost 
luggage and tangled 
Christmas tree lights. 

�³ Maya Angelou 

SMALL GROUPS AT ST. ANDREWɀS 


