
Final Notes 

The Celtic, published monthly except for a 

combined June-July issue, is the newsletter of 

Saint Andrewõs Episcopal Church, 4512 College 

Avenue, College Park, Maryland 20740. 

 

Deadline for Submissions 

Sunday closest to the tenth day of each month. Send 

paper copy or photos to the parish office, or email/

attach your articles to standrews1@comcast.net. 

 

Weekly Schedule  

Sunday 

 8:00 a.m. Holy Eucharist Rite I 

 9:00 a.m. Choir Rehearsal 

  Nursery Open 

 9:30 a.m. Adult and Youth Forums 

 10:30 a.m. Holy Eucharist Rite II with music 

  Childrenõs Christian Formation 

 6:30 p.m. EACM Eucharist 

Tuesday 

 7:30 p.m. Bible Study (alternate weeks) 

Wednesday 

 12:00 noon Mid-week Eucharist 

 6:45 p.m. Education for Ministry 

Thursday 

 10:00 a.m. Thrift Corner (until 2 p.m.) 

 7:00 p.m. Thrift Corner (until 8:30 p.m.) 

 7:30 p.m. Choir Practice 

Saint Andrewôs Episcopal Church 

4512 College Avenue 

College Park, Maryland 20740 

them with money that Iôve raised 

from one source or another. When 

people leave, theyôre signed up for 

college. Our view of this program is 

that if we can move one person 

from zero income to a $20,000-a-

year job because of what happens to 

them when they get on that college 

campus, over the next 20 years 

HIP , from p. 6 

weôve gotten a $400,000 return on 

our investment. One man who had 

spent time in prison took a com-

puter class through our program, 

and his family said, òYou know, he 

walks differently.ò It's made such a 

huge difference in how he sees him-

self. 
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ñThus says the Lord, your Redeemer, the Holy One of Israel: óI am the Lord your God, who teaches you to profit, 

who leads you in the way you should go.ôò  Isaiah 48:17 

You and I have a journey to 

make. In one sense the journey will 

begin on Ash Wednesday with the 

season of Lent. The Lenten journey 

has its own special character. Lent 

is a four-letter word. It wakens us 

out of the dreariness of winter and 

arouses us to the reality of a new 

spring. In fact, that is what this four

-letter word meansðspring.  

Lent seems to be about sin and 

repentance, about fasting, praying 

and meditating; but what Lent is 

really about is newness. 

Lent is a great time for be-

ginning again. Of course, 

any time is a great time for 

beginning again, but Lent 

confronts us with a call to 

renewal. Lent is upon us 

and says now is the time. 

Of course, we are on a 

larger journey as well. It is 

a journey we take individu-

ally and corporately. But in 

either case, we canôt be sure 

what lies beyond the next 

curve in the road, but we 

can be sure that we are not 

taking this trip alone. The 

journey that Jesus took 

through Lent, to the cross 

and beyond was a journey 

he took to fulfill his mis-

sion. We are asked to do the 

same. We are called to mis-

sion and we are called to 

engage in that mission with 

passion.  

God gives all of us gifts which 

are used for the various purposes 

that God weaves into every day. 

The use to which we put our gifts 

constitutes our mission. It is not the 

same for everyone for, as Paul says, 

ñTo each is given the manifestation 

of the Spirit for the common good. 

To one is given through the Spirit 

the utterance of wisdom, and to an-

other the utterance of knowledge 

according to the same Spirit, to an-

other faith by the same Spirit, to 

another gifts of healing by the one 

Spirit, to another the working of 

miracles, to another prophecy, to 

another the discernment of spirits, 

to another various kinds of tongues, 

to another the interpretation of 

tongues.ò [1 Corinthians 12:8-10] 

Our lifeôs mission is the use of the 

gifts which we have been given. 

This year, Lent will combine 

these two journeys into one. By the 

time Easter comes St. Andrewôs 

should have issued a call to a new 

Rector and it will be time 

to begin again the mission 

given to St. Andrewôs. Itôs 

hard to know what this 

will be like exactly. It will 

be as old as the traditions 

of the church which bind 

us together. And it will be 

as new as the springtime; 

new ideas, new ministry, 

new mission. Lent is in-

tended to prepare us for all 

of it. 

Let us therefore look at 

who we are and where we 

are going and to look for 

God to ñlead us in the way 

we should go,ò individu-

ally and corporately. Lent 

is the perfect time to do it. 

Again. 

Bruce 

Pictures throughout this issue of the Celtic are of the 

recent gathering of  the Keiskamma group from South 

Africa with members of the Episcopal Campus Ministry..  
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A Day for Ashes  

Since the Middle Ages, Christians in the so-called Western 

Church have observed Ash Wednesday (the seventh 

Wednesday before Easter) as the first day of Lent. On 

this day, in many churches, worshipers receive ashes on 

the forehead as a reminder of their sorrow for their sins. 

The ashes are often made by burning palm branches 

left over from the previous yearôs Palm Sunday. 

Back by popular demand!  

Shrove Tuesday  

Pancake Supper  

Tuesday, February 24  

Stay tuned for details!  

Ash Wednesday services will be at noon and 

7:30 p.m. on February 25 in the sanctuary 

Alleluia Banners  

Alleluia is a word that we hear 

in church many times on Sundays. 

It comes from the Hebrew Hal-e-lu

-Yah, ñPraise Yah(weh),ò or 

ñpraise God.ò It is one of the 

church's favorite words because it 

expresses joy, and it can be sung 

easily in so many different ways. It 

is a word that helps us realize that 

we are children of God, made in 

God's image.  

Lent is a time to give up things 

that distract us, that keep us from 

God, from other people, and from 

our true selves as God created us. 

The church has the custom of not 

speaking or saying the word 

ñAlleluiaò during Lent. We put it 

aside, bury it, so that we can resur-

rect it with joy when we celebrate 

Jesus' resurrection at Easter. 

On Sunday, February 22, each 

Sunday School class will create a 

large ñAlleluiaò banner. They will 

be brought to the sanctuary at the 

end of the 10:30 Eucharist and 

symbolically ñburiedò under the 

altar for the Lenten season. We will 

Lent Offers Time for Growth  

Worship  

Many of us know our IQ 

(intelligence quotient), but what 

about our SQ (spiritual quotient)?  

Lent is a good time to think 

about the quality of your spiritual 

life. Do you think about God often 

éor rarely? Do you pray often éor 

occasionally? How well do you 

know the Bible? The Command-

ments? The Beatitudes? The lives 

of biblical heroes and heroines?  

During Lent, commit to spend-

ing more time in prayer. Also con-

sider selecting a book of the Bible 

resurrect them at the beginning of 

the festive Eucharist on Easter, 

April 12. 

or a particular Bible character to 

study in-depth during this period.  

Some people give up particular 

items or habits during Lent. If used 

wisely, this discipline can help you 

abandon things that have been inter-

fering with your relationship with 

God.  

Seek out devotions and books 

that can help strengthen your spiri-

tual life. Examples include: Show 

Me the Way by Henri Nouwen, A 

Season for the Spirit by Martin 

Smith, Six Hours One Friday by 

Max Lucado, and Lent and Easter 

Wisdom From Thomas Merton ed-

ited by Jonathan Montaldo.  
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November and December 2008 

Vestry/Search Committee Workshop 

The Vestry and the Search Com-

mittee participated in a joint work-

shop on January 5, 2009 to continue 

bringing timely attention to ques-

tions and concerns as the Search 

process progresses toward Steward-

ship 

The Vestry expressed thanks and 

appreciation to Edna and Laurie 

Paulson for the deep commitment 

they have shown and the excellent 

leadership that they have been pro-

viding for this yearôs campaign. 

Jubilee Commission  

The Commission has approxi-

mately $2,300 left over from the 

2008 budget. The Vestry approved 

membersô recommendation to real-

locate those funds by dividing them 

among the Episcopal Relief & De-

velopment anti-hunger project, the 

Episcopal Senior Ministriesô 

Friendship House and a local group 

that supports AIDS orphans in the 

Keiskamma River Valley area of 

South Africa. 

Buildings & Grounds 

The boiler that is part of the 

heating system for the sanctuary 

needs to be replaced because it has 

a slow leak that drips onto the burn-

ers below it, causing malfunctions. 

Although the work involved is ex-

tensive and will take at least a 

week, it can be scheduled later in 

the year when heat is not needed 

and funding is more readily avail-

able. This will remain a top priority 

on the Buildings & Grounds Com-

mitteeôs list and the Vestry will con-

tinue to monitor the situation. 

Pastoral Care 

Several Commission members 

recently attended a Steven Ministry 

workshop, reaffirming that becom-

ing a participating church could be 

ideal for making Pastoral Care a 

more comprehensive ministry at St. 

Andrewôs. Steven Ministers are 

trained to sit with and befriend 

members who may be going 

through a difficult time. Steven 

Vestry Notes 

Ministers also have the backing and 

resources of a very well respected 

larger organization. Next steps are 

to establish contact with a nearby 

Steven Ministry participating 

church that is about the size of St. 

Andrewôs, learn about their experi-

ence and report back to the Vestry. 

Q: I know youôre very proud of 

your Street Scholarship program. 

How does it work? 

A: Itôs a program we operate in 

Palmer Park and would like to ex-

pand to Seat Pleasant if we can get 

the funding. We take unemployed 

and underemployed folks in the 

area and offer them the chance to 

take classes at Prince Georgeôs 

Community College.  

We started the program because 

I read an article in the New York 

Times a couple of years ago that 

said if you go into certain inner-city 

areas that have the same demo-

graphic as Palmer Park, 50 percent 

of the black adults never finished 

high school and donôt have a GED. 

And of that group, 65 percent were 

unemployed. This is our attempt to 

address that issue on a local level. 

At the beginning we were getting 

mostly women in the program, 

which was okay because 50 percent 

of the women with children in 

Palmer Park are living below the 

poverty level.  

The way it works is, we have an 

event and the people from the com-

munity college attend. I come with 

a checkbook, and residents sign up 

for classes on the spot. I pay for 

HIP , from p. 6 

See HIP , p. 8 
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The 2008 Christmas offering at St. Andrewôs, which totaled $4,130, went to Housing Initiative Partnership 

(HIP), a Hyattsville-based nonprofit dedicated to creating housing and economic opportunities for persons of 

low and moderate income. Lawrence Paulson of the Jubilee Commission spoke to Mosi Harrington, HIPôs ex-

ecutive director, about the groupôs current plans and challenges. 

Q: How has the real estate melt-

down and economic crisis affected 

Prince Georgeôs County in general 

and HIP in particular? 

A: Itôs having a huge effect, be-

cause the largest number of foreclo-

sures in the state of Maryland are in 

Prince Georgeôs County. And it 

goes across all economic levels, so 

itôs not just poor people losing their 

houses, itôs people in all economic 

groups. Itôs affecting us severely 

because weôve used up our reserves 

pushing money over toward the 

counseling side so we can counsel 

all these people who are losing their 

homes. Itôs also affecting the fund-

raising side because it has made all 

of our deals shakyðweôve lost 

money on deals that should have 

brought money in because the 

prices have dropped, and it means a 

lot of the funders weôve tradition-

ally looked to have not been able to 

help us out. Thereôs been a larger 

demand for our services and less 

money coming in. 

Q: And some of your projects 

have been stalled? 

A: Weôve been stalled on the 

single-family side. We have a cou-

ple of houses that we totally re-

habbed six months ago, but we 

havenôt been able to sell them be-

cause people canôt get loans. Now 

we think weôve solved the problem 

and theyôre up for sale, but prices in 

the neighborhood have gone way 

down so weôll probably sell them 

for less than we paid for them. 

Weôre in the housing industry and 

thereôs a housing crisis, so it very 

much affects us. 

Q: So youôre relying more on 

individual contributions like those 

from the parishioners of St. An-

drewôs? 

A: Exactly. St. Andrewôs is one 

of our oldest and best friends. We 

donôt have a huge number of church 

supporters, so we are extremely 

grateful to the people of St. An-

drewôs. Youôre one of our best part-

ners. 

Q: One success story is the 

Renaissance Square artistsô 

housing that recently 

opened in Hyattsville. What 

would you say to someone 

who might suggest that this 

is a diversion from your 

core mission? 

A: There are poor people 

who are artists. The project 

is for people who are below 

50 percent of the state me-

dian income. And 15 per-

cent of the units are for per-

sons with disabilities. We 

are also opening senior 

housing in Bladensburg and 

doing a few owner-operated 

rehabs in Palmer Park and 

Seat Pleasant. And we con-

tinue to rehab derelict sin-

gle-family houses. Weôve 

only done a couple in the past year 

because of the market, but we hope 

to do more in the years ahead. 

Weôre also doing work in the Dis-

trict of Columbia. Weôre helping a 

couple of groups in Southwest that 

have purchased their buildings to 

rehab their properties. 

Jubilee Ministries  

See HIP , p. 7 
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Christian Formation  

Sunday School News 

Thank You, Victoria Parotta  

Once again the Sunday school 

thanks Victoria Parotta for sprucing 

up our older pageant costumes and 

sewing some new ones. Our angels 

looked lovely in costumes which 

sparkled with gold and silver trim. 

The shepherds and wise persons 

also wore newer robes with colorful 

head coverings and matching belts. 

We deeply appreciate her time, gen-

erosity and creativity. 

Thank you, Teachers 

Thank you to Brenda Jones (pre-

school) and Lesley Krauland 

(primary) for faithfully teaching 

Sunday school from September 

through January. We welcome Flor-

ence Smith (pre-school) and Kathy 

Hedge (Primary) who will be teach-

ing Sunday school during the winter 

and spring quarters.     

Pre-School  

The pre-school class is using a 

special lectionary-curriculum de-

signed especially for young pre-

schoolers. Their lessons will focus 

on various healing miracles in the 

Gospel of Mark. 

Primary and Intermediate Classes 

During February, the primary 

and intermediate classes will be 

learning about ñLoveò ï love of 

God, love of their neighbor, and 

love of themselves. As part of their 

unit on loving their neighbor, they 

will be preparing Valentine ñgoody 

bagsò for our Warm Nights guests.  

Fourth Sundays at Four  

For the Community of College Park  

Sunday, February 22 at 4 p.m.  

The Heritage Singers 

The Heritage Singers, under the direction of Charles Hastings, is a 

group of young gentlemen who sing a variety of unaccompanied mu-

sic. There is a rich volume of music for this genre, including many 

pieces that are rarely performed. Come and hear this unique and very 

talented group of singers. 

February Adult Forum  

Reflections on Art and Faith  

Join us at Adult Forum during 

February as St. Andrewôs parishion-

ers discuss the intersection of art 

and faith in their lives. Each Sunday 

we will listen to a description of 

each artistôs process and look at or 

listen to samples of their work. 

They will discuss sources of inspi-

ration and reflect on how their faith 

and art have affected each other.  

Presenters include: Bill Gilcher 

(composer, January 25), Mary 

Gawlik (tile artist, February 1), 

Russ Little (fiber artist, February 8), 

and Lynne Slater (collage artist, 

February 15). On February 22, they 

will gather for a concluding panel 

discussion. 
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Open Letter from the Stewardship Commission  

Dear St. Andrewôs Parishioners, 

On behalf of the entire Stewardship Commission weôd like to thank you 

for your wonderful, prayerful response to the pledge campaign for 2009. De-

spite economic news that seems to be getting gloomier by the day, you re-

versed the recent downward trend in both total pledges and total amount 

pledged. At press time, we had received 126 pledges totaling $376,189. This 

compares to 121 pledges totaling $370,611 in 2008. 

This vote of confidence in the future of our parish and its mission in the 

community and the world will be welcome news to our new rector. It dem-

onstrates that the spirit of St. 

Andrewôs is alive and well 

even in these uncertain 

times. 

Edna and Lawrence Paul-

son, Co-Chairs 

The Search Goes On 

January and February will be 

incredibly busy months for the 

Search Committee. On January 5 

we had a joint meeting with the 

Vestry, current members as well as 

those parishioners who will be 

standing for election this year. We 

went over the criteria used to evalu-

ate the candidates, and reviewed 

our parish goals and what we are 

looking for in a new 

rector, as outlined in 

the parish profile. We 

are all definitely on 

the same page and 

are confident that 

there will be no sur-

prises when we pre-

sent the list of final-

ists. 

We've also di-

vided ourselves up 

into teams of three to 

visit each of our most 

promising candidates. 

Some of the visits are 

local, while others 

are out-of-state, so if 

you miss us at St. 

Andrew's, be assured we are about 

our Father's business. The teams 

will report back and share observa-

tions and findings with the entire 

committee. Once all the visits are 

completed, we'll decide as a group 

which candidates to invite to come 

to St. Andrew's and meet everyone 

on the committee. After those visits 

we will prepare the final list to send 

to the Vestry. We hope to present 

that list in early March. 

Thank you for your patience, 

your support, and your continuing 

prayers. 

Mary Marshall Levy 

Rector Search  /  Stewardship 

A Pastor's Prayer  
Theodore Parker Ferris, who was pastor of Trinity Church 

(Episcopal) in Boston a half-century ago, once wrote a prayer on an 

airline napkin as he flew home. It s especially helpful during Lent: 

Lord Jesus, I would like to be able to do myself  

the things I help others do. I can give them  

confidence I do not have, and I can quiet their  

anxieties, but not my own. What do I lack? Or is it  

the way I am made? I want to be free to move from  

place to place without fear, and I want to face the  

things to be done without panic.   

I like to think that you can be with me, and in  

me, and that with your help I can do better. This is  

what I hope and ask for. Amen. 
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Everyone knows Walli 

Stevens. At 80 something 

she is active in the St An-

drewôs mission through the 

Daughters of the King and 

volunteer work at the Thrift 

Shop; in worship as a Lay 

Reader and a Lay Eucharist 

Minister; and in fellowship 

as a Fisherfolk leader. In 

the past, Walli has held 

many congregational lead-

ership roles including mem-

bership on the Vestry and 

both the Finance and En-

dowment Committees. 

Walli gives a lot to St An-

drewôs and she enjoys be-

ing a part of a strong, di-

verse, community.  

Born in Germany, Walli 

emigrated to New York 

City when she was seven 

years old to be adopted by 

her motherôs sister. Al-

though she knew no Eng-

lish, when she started school, she 

quickly caught up with her peers. 

School provided an outlet from her 

austere duty-bound home; Walli 

excelled and loved it. Although not 

permitted to attend college, Walli 

went to the Catherine Gibbs Secre-

tarial School and has lived most of 

her life in academic communities. 

During WWII, Walli met her 

future husband, Merrill, then a col-

lege student with an ROTC scholar-

ship, when they were working at a 

summer resort in Connecticut. They 

by Lynne Slater  

We each come to St. Andrewôs by a different path and make a unique contribution.  

married before he shipped overseas 

in 1944 and later lived in Bavaria 

while he finished his tour of duty. 

Merrillôs call as a university chap-

lain immersed Walli and her grow-

ing family in various academic 

communities from Seminary at the 

University of the South to the Uni-

versity of Maryland. In 1964, when 

her husband died in a boating acci-

dent, Walli, with the support of the 

university chaplains, found the 

house in University Park in which 

she still lives and raised their 5 chil-

dren. She also found a secretarial 

Among Us: Walli Stevens 

job at the university ï a 

position she held until 

she was 70. 

Bored with retire-

ment at age 72, Walli 

returned to the Univer-

sity of the South to take 

a job as a house mother. 

During her seven years 

there, she experienced a 

spiritual renaissance. 

She participated in 

Education for Ministry 

(EfM), routinely visited 

all four of the Sewanee 

Episcopal churches, 

luxuriated in the variety 

of music available, and 

appreciated the reflec-

tions offered by the 

nuns at St Maryôs.  

Until the early 

1980ôs Walliôs primary 

church affiliation re-

mained with the Uni-

versity of Maryland 

Chapel. However, when Walli 

brought her widowed mother up 

from Florida to live with her, they 

looked for a more traditional parish 

and joined St Andrewôs. In addition 

to her volunteer and leadership 

roles, Walli takes full advantage of 

opportunities to deepen her faith 

through learning by participating in 

the Contemplative Study Group, the 

Adult Forum, and other small group 

options such as Lenten Study 

Groups and Quiet Days. 


