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AMY:  And Jesus said to 
them, ñGo therefore and make disciples 
of all nations, baptizing them in the 
name of the Father, and of the Son, and 
of the Holy Spirit, and teaching them to 
obey everything that I have commanded 
you.ò It's hard in this modern age of 
independence, individualism, and the 
internet to suggest to others the idea that 
not all answers can be found within 
your own store of knowledge, or on 
Google. As Christians, we know that 
many questions are answered 
by our faith, and also that 
sometimes, there are no an-
swers. Religion exists mostly in 
order to provide answers to all 
the big questions in life, mostly 
concerning ñwhy.ò The prob-
lem comes when people think 
they know everything, or that 
they don't need answers. One 
of Jesus' last instructions was to 
ñmake disciples of all nations.ò 
Bringing people into church is 
one of the most difficult things 
to do. Some people politely 
decline, others find very lame 
excuses, and some just stare 
with an almost offended ex-
pression on their face. 

LAURA:  My story began a little 
differently than most of my fellow 
youth groupers. I canôt say that Iôve 
been a member since the age of diapers. 
And I was never forced to spend early 
mornings at Sunday school doing arts 
and crafts or learning the ins and outs of 
the Bible. Instead, up to my sophomore 
year in high school, Iôve spent many 
lazy Sunday mornings sleeping in late, 
waking up to play video games with my 
brother, and waiting for my friends to 
come home from Church so we could 
hang out. Now, maybe Iôm over exag-
gerating a little. There was a time when 
I went to Church every single week. 
Baptized as a member of the Catholic 

Church, I actually did spend a good 
chunk of my childhood waking up at 9 
am to attend the 10 am church service 
with my mom and brother. My dad 
rarely came with us. Being raised in a 
non-practicing Anglican family, he 
opted out of attending our Catholic 
church. I think thatôs a big reason as to 
why my churchgoing days slowly dis-
appeared, going from every Sunday, to 
only once a month, to only on Christ-
mas or Easter, holidays when we felt 

obligated to go. With my dad lacking 
interest in going, and soon my brother 
losing it as well, we quickly let our busy 
lives distract us from what was truly 
important, which gradually turned us 
into a non-practicing Catholic family. 
And thatôs what it was like from about 
the time I was ten up until my freshman 
year of high school. Ninth grade was a 
big year, as it would be for anyone leav-
ing the comforts of grade school behind. 
Being the only one from my class to 
attend Elizabeth Seton High School, a 
small all-girl Catholic school in 
Bladensburg, I was a bit timid. How-
ever, I soon made a new group of 
friends. They were all actively involved 

in their churches, so I heard all about the 
excitement and fun they had at their 
youth groups each week. I felt like I was 
missing out on what sounded like a 
great time. So, I finally decided to at-
tend the youth group at my old church, 
at least for one night to try it out. I 
showed up and was told to play on the 
playground and hang out for two hours, 
until 9 pm when youth group ended. 
That was it. I wasnôt going to leave with 
any spiritual insights or a deeper under-

standing of my relationship 
with God. No, all I left with 
that night was a couple scrapes 
on my knee and a bruise from 
falling on the playground. I can 
just remember it being an over-
all negative experience, making 
me question whether youth 
group was really my thing. 
However, I still felt empty, as if 
something were missing. 
 
AMY:  Up to my sophomore 
year, I spent every Sunday not 
just studying the Bible or reli-
gious books and dutifully aco-
lyting or ushering, but spending 
time with my best friends, here, 
at St. Andrew's. As I grew 

older, I found that it wasn't just my faith 
that answered questions, but my friends 
as well. In fact, they were always more 
likely to give me an answer straight 
away then if I just shot a question out 
into the void. We were all connected on 
different levels, including the ever-so-
important spiritual level. They were all 
in the same place in life as I, and vary-
ing perspectives on the same subjects. 
Through this, we became even closer as 
we grew. We spent our afternoons going 
to lunch together, going to the movies, 
or just hanging out at someone's house. 
This bonding with my brothers and sis-

Amy Carpenter and Laura Gathercole delivered the following joint sermon on Youth Sunday. I was quite moved by it and believe 
that others were as well. For the sake of the church and the world, it is worth reading, remembering and practicing.  Bruce+ 

Graduating Seniors Amy Carpenter, Bola Somade, and 

Laura Gathercole. 
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From Our PriestFrom Our Priest-- inin --ChargeCharge  

Brothers and Sisters in Christ, 
 
Teacher: ñWhat is the nationôs capital?ò 
Student: ñWashington, D.C.ò 
Teacher: ñWhat does the D. C. stand 

for?ò 
Student: ñDot Com.ò 

 
Iôve been reading a very good book 

recently called Post-Modern Pilgrims 
written by Leonard Sweet, a Professor 
at Drew University in New Jersey. The 
little story above comes from that book. 
It is clear that change of cosmic propor-
tions is in the air. The rapid change in 
technology, of which we are all aware, 
has created a communications revolu-
tion no less significant than the inven-
tion of moveable type by Johannes 
Gutenberg in the 15th century. Scholars 
argue that this invention created the nec-
essary environment for the Reforma-
tion. So, what do post modernity and 
the communications revolution mean 
for the church? Sweetôs findings might 
surprise you. 

In his book, Sweet argues that twenty
-first century Christianity has more in 
common with first century Christianity 
than with a twentieth century world that, 
as he says, ñis collapsing...ò He de-
scribes both churches, 1st century and 
21st century, as ñexperiential, participa-
tory, image-driven and connected.ò  

They are experientialðñIn post-
modern culture no one wants a ósecond-
handô God, a God that someone else 
defines for us. Each one of us is a Jacob 
become Israel: a wrestler with God. The 
experience is the message.ò Perhaps that 
is why there seems to be a renewed in-
terest in early art and music. 

They are participatoryð-more and 
more people are becoming aware that 
ñthe current system of fund raisingéis 
increasingly inadequate for the post-
modern worldé The success of Habitat 
for Humanity is based on its participa-
tory structure. You get to do something 
personally; you get to know the people 
for whom you are doing it; and you get 
to give both money and time.ò When 
the disciples asked Jesus how he could 
feed so many people, he took the five 
loaves, blessed and broke them and 
gave them to the disciples to distribute 
to the people. 

opera Tommy by Pete Townshend and 
the WHO. The father talks to his son, 
according to him, who doesnôt know 
what Christmas morning means, who 
doesnôt know what day it is. He doesnôt 
know who Jesus was or what praying is. 
How can he be saved from his eternal 
grave? Tommy can you hear me? 
Tommy can you hear me? Tommy can 
you hear me? How can he be saved? 
Suddenly Tommy responds: See me, 
feel me, touch me, heal me! See me, feel 
me, touch me, heal me! 

Or it could all be summed up in the 
words Jesus said to Thomas: ñDo not 
doubt but believe. Put your finger here 
and see my hands. Reach out your hand 
and put it in my side.ò 

Surrounded as we are by the campus 
of a great university, it seems to me that 
we might well spend some time getting 
to know the 21st century Christian that 
Sweet describes. As it happens, there is 
a growing library of books on the same 
subject. Iôd be glad to lend you some. 
You can also check out a popular web 
siteð-www.emergentvillage.com. You 
might be surprised to see what people of 
faith are talking about. 

Bruce 

They are image-drivenðLanguage 
itself is image making. Aristotle said, 
ñNo one thinks without a picture.ò Im-
ages were extremely important to early 
Christians as they struggled to tell of 
their experiences of God in Christ. Jesus 
used extended metaphors to describe the 
kingdom of God. And so they are today. 
Thereôs a church called ñThe Rock.ò Its 
domain name is www.thewater.orgða 
ñmixed metaphor.ò Such a thing is not 
likely to work with this generation of 
pilgrims. 

They are connectedðñThe paradox 
is this: the pursuit of individualism has 
led to this place of hunger for connect-
edness, for communities not of blood or 
nation, but of choice. The Internet is not 
a disseminator of information as much 
as it is a social mediumðthe first thing 
a teen does after getting home is to log 
on. The church exists to incarnate con-
nectedness and to inculcate greater con-
sciousness of connectedness. At any 
moment, however ordinary and un-
eventful, ómeô is inextricably connected 
to ówe.ôò 

All of this might be summed up in 
the song ñChristmasò from the rock 

SAVE THE DATE  

85th Anniversary Gala  
The Episcopal/Anglican Campus Ministry 

Saturday Evening, September 27, 2008 

Location: St. Paul's, Rock Creek Church 

 

SUNDAY EVENING EUCHARIST  
Is over for the summer! 

It RESUMES on Sunday Evening  
August 31, 2008 

6:30 p.m. in the Church 
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ters in Christ was at least as important to 
my spiritual development as any struc-
tured religious lesson ever was. Scrip-
tures mean almost nothing if you don't 
have a community to help you under-
stand them, and apply them to your 
daily life.  

This youth group has always helped 
me with that. Meanwhile, I played on a 
soccer team with a girl named Laura 
Gathercole. We were about the same 
height, had similar colored hair, we both 
played defense, and, for some reason, 
our jersey numbers both were number 
6. Through that, we became like sisters. 
After a number of years of knowing 
each other, I brought up the idea of her 
coming to a youth group event with me. 

LAURA:  I remember the first 
time I attended a youth event at St. An-
drewôs. It was my sophomore year of 
high school. Amy Carpenter and John 
Perkinson invited me to attend St. An-
drewôs lock-in. After recovering from 
the first horrible youth group experi-
ence, I decided to be a little more open-
minded and give this one a shot. How-
ever, walking into the rectorôs lounge 
that one Friday night, I wasnôt expecting 
to become a member of the youth 
group, or even the Church. I was simply 

there because Amy and John invited me 
and it sounded like it could potentially 
be a lot of fun. Now, I was a little hesi-
tant about going because I only really 
knew Amy, but in the end it turned out 
she wasnôt able to come, and at that 
point, I was just becoming friends with 
John. However, I overcame this uncer-
tainty and went. My experience that 
night was unlike any I have had before. 
I noticed the close bonds between 
friends, and I even left with a brand new 
friend, Zoe, at the end of the night. This 
tight knit group of youth seemed so en-
ergetic and full of life.  

I had a blast that night, and when 
they asked me to come back for youth 
group, I felt urged to give it chance. So I 
showed up to my first youth group Sun-
day morning, and soon found myself 
coming week after week. Being a 
Catholic at an Episcopal church never 
once bothered me; in fact, I couldnôt 
wait to attend my first service. The 
school mass once a month at my high 
school just wasnôt fulfilling enough, so I 
was anxious to begin attending the 
weekly services at St. Andrewôs. I actu-
ally remember my first service here, and 
how confused I was at how everything 
worked: it was so similar yet so differ-
ent from the masses I was used to at my 
old church. However, I soon caught on 

and gradually began to find myself at 
St. Andrewôs almost every Sunday: at-
tending youth group, going to the 10:30 
am service after, and then heading over 
to coffee hour to eat snacks with what 
slowly became my new family outside 
of home.  

AMY:  It made me really 
happy to see Laura at church on a regu-
lar basis. She was soon a fully incorpo-
rated member of the youth group. Laura 
brought new talents, and became an 
active participant in all our discussions, 
despite not having been a part of any 
Christian education program for many 
years. Soon, she graciously became an 
acolyte, mastering the art of simultane-
ously walking while carrying a torch or 
a banner, and wearing a robe that al-
ways has wax stuck to it in odd places. 
Laura was as official a member of this 
church as she can be without being offi-
cially welcomed into the Episcopal 
Church. The community of St. An-
drew's welcomed her as if she had been 
born into the parish, as many of us in 
this gang were.  

LAURA:  Looking back on my 
past three years at St. Andrewôs, I real-
ize how much this community has im-
pacted me as an individual. I cannot 
express how thankful I am that Amy 
and John invited me to the lock-in that 
night. St. Andrewôs has offered me the 
close knit community, the outreach, the 
loving and welcoming atmosphere that I 
lacked at my old church, yet longed for 
so desperately. After attending my old 
churchôs youth group for that one night, 
I realize that not every church is lucky 
enough to have such a fantastic youth 
group like St. Andrewôs does. I now 
understand why I felt so empty those 
years leading up to my time at St. An-
drewôs. I guess you could say my rela-
tionship with God had been a little dam-
aged, not as strong as it was during the 
days when I spent every Sunday at my 
old church. I didnôt feel as connected to 
Him since I failed to attend church ser-
vices, or even engage in outreach ser-
vices to my community. However, St. 
Andrewôs has given me the opportunity 
to not only rekindle this relationship 
with God, bringing me closer and leav-
ing me with a deeper connection with 

Continued on page 4 
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Christian FormationChristian Formation  

Church School Registration 

Families with children ages 3 through 
5th grade should have received a Sunday 
School registration form in the mail in 
May. Please remember to complete 
these forms (one per family) and return 
them to Nancy Maestri or place them in 
her box outside the office. They will 
help us plan our classes for the fall. 

 

Thank you Teachers, Youth Lead-

ers, Youth Ministry Resource Team 

During the Parish Picnic on May 
18th, we thanked and honored all those 
who have offered their gifts of time and 
talent to the ministry of Christian forma-
tion as Sunday School teachers, helpers, 
or as Youth Leaders. Sunday School 
teachers and assistants helped our 
young childrenð-ages 3 through 5th 
grade - enter into the wonder and mys-
tery of Biblical stories. They include, 
Kathy Hedge, Karin Jackson, Lesley 

Krauland, Cris Leckonby, Hunter Leck-
onby, Birgit Meade, Kathy Perkinson, 
and Wes Snyder. 

Youth leaders Jennifer Thorson and 
Don Perkinson and seminarian Matt 
Bradley worked with middle school and 
high school youth during Sunday morn-
ing classes, service projects, and eve-
ning or weekend activities.  

If you are interested in helping out 
with Sunday School classes, please 
speak with Nancy Maestri. 

Summer Childrenõs Chapel Volun-

teers Needed 

During the summer, all children are 
invited to attend the 10:30 church ser-
vice with their parents. Children ages 3 
through 2nd grade may attend Children=s 
Chapel during the first part of the ser-
vice, returning at the Peace. 

During Children=s Chapel, we will 
learn some new songs and prayers, and 
we will listen to Bible stories using new 
felt board materials. These very colorful 
shapes and figures will help make Bible 
stories come alive and allow children to 
participate in their telling. 

Nancy Maestri will be leading Chil-
dren=s Chapel most Sundays, but volun-
teers are needed as helpers. Please con-
sider volunteering to attend and help out 
one Sunday during the summer. Older 
youth and adultsðwith or without chil-
dren, grandchildren, nieces and neph-
ewsðare invited to participate. A sign 
up sheet is in the parish hall on the 
Christian Formation bulletin board. 

Him, but also a chance to give back. I 
have been actively involved in several 
service activities with the Church, in-
cluding the Thirty Hour Famine, in 
which I have been a participant for the 
past two years. Coming here was al-
ways a choiceð-my parents, although 
extremely supportive of this choice, 
never forced me to wake up each Sun-
day to come. Yet, I did it, and continue 
to do it, because I now see how impor-
tant it is to belong to such a faith-filled 
and loving community. 

AMY:  I have brought other 
people to church in my time, and to 
various youth events, but none of them 
stayed. Laura's is the only success story 
I have to share about bringing someone 
to church who eventually became a 
member, but it has shown me that it is 
possible. It has given me hope for the 
future. I have seen how the smallest acts 
of invitation can open doors to expand-
ing any number of groups, expanding 
friendships, and expanding the various 

ways we can look at relationships with 
God. Seeing Laura grow into her faith 
has been a rewarding and mind-opening 
experience. My friendship with her, and 
with all the youth in this group has 
made me more conscious of the way I 
relate to God. This kind of inner reflec-
tion has helped me grow as a person, 
and as a Christian. Also, I have learned 
that it's not so bad to Evangelize.  

Yes, I did just use that four-syllable 
curse word in church. It's not necessary 
to go from door to door and hand out 
religious propaganda pamphlets and 
terrify people into calling the police on 
you. However, Jesus did tell us to share 
our faith with others. No, you don't have 
to have a deep conversation about relig-
ion. Just start by offering someone an 
invitation. It's not offensive, not stress-
ful, and sometimes, they even say yes. 
Next year, Laura and I will both be in 
college, at the same college, in fact. 
There is already a strong Episcopal 
Campus Ministry, but it is always good 
to expand those groups. I look forward 

to following one of Jesus' command-
ments of making disciples out of my 
fellow college mates, by inviting some 
new people to come to events. 

LAURA:  As I continue my 
spiritual journey at the University of 
Maryland in the fall, I hope to bring to 
others what Amy and the rest of the 
youth group have brought to me. I am a 
completely different person than what I 
was three years ago before becoming a 
member here. The journey has been 
exciting, a little scary, but definitely 
rewarding. Jesus said, ñAnd surely I am 
with you always, to the very end of the 
age." Listening to Jesusô words, I realize 
that not only will God be with me until 
the end of time, but also the community 
of St. Andrewôs. As I move forward, I 
will take with me the love and support 
you all have given me and share it with 
the world. And who knows, maybe 
someday Iôll be the one to convince a 
fellow classmate or friend to tag along 
for a Church event, and change their life 
like you have mine. 

Youth Sermon from page 3 
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Vestry Notes: April 29Vestry Notes: April 29  

Treasurerõs Report 

Acting Parish Treasurer Keith Ar-
naud handed out copies of the latest 
report, which is available for review 
with the official copy of the April 29 
Vestry Meeting Minutes in the church 
office. Keith explained the accounts that 
have the churchôs $148,000 in savings, 
and he highlighted that the church is 
doing well at this point in the year with 
pledge income at around 99%. How-
ever, plate offering income is only 50% 
of the budgeted amount and the electric 
bill is higher than expected.  

Search Committee Update 

About 80 people attended the 
small group meetings to discuss 
the parish survey. Feedback about 
the meetings has been very favor-
able, with many in attendance and 
giving good information. The 
congregational survey is complete 
and the results have been tabu-
lated. The timeframe for the over-
all process remains as expected, 
with the profile likely to be ap-
proved in June followed by steps 
to advertise for candidates. 

Joint Vestry/Search Committee 

meetings 

Two meetings are being sched-
uled on Saturday, May 17, and 
Saturday, June 7. The first meet-
ing will be held in on-site for the 
purpose of having the Search 
Committee inform the Vestry about its 
findings to-date. The second meeting 
will be held off-site for the Search Com-
mittee and the Vestry to work together 
to draft the final and most important 
sections of the Profile, thus completing 
it so that it can be sent to the Diocese 
and approved by the end of June in 
compliance with the Search Commit-
teeôs timeline. 

Vestry Meeting Bible Study 
Rev. McPherson introduced the study 

(approx. 15 minutes) as an integral part 
of this and future Vestry meetings as a 
means to deepen spiritual thought about 
the topics and discussions. This meet-
ingôs study was based on Psalm 107. 

Items identified as high priorities at the 

Vestry retreat: 

Stewardship Committee  
Efforts are underway to form the 

2008 Stewardship committee within the 
next month or so. Forming the commit-
tee early is an opportunity for it to step 
back and reflect on stewardship and 
how it works, and possibly proceed in 
new ways. After the committee is 
formed, it was suggested that they con-
sider having a fair, where all entities 
within the church are present and pro-
vide information of interest to those 
who may wish to join. 

Congregational Care 
Congregational Care has evolved 

beyond what it was intended to be. Ves-
try consensus is to divide it into the 
broad categories of Congregational 
Care, fellowship activities and Pastoral 
Care, making sure that each has the sup-
port it needs.  

Jubilee Commission  
The commission voted to designate 
the Pentecost special offering for 
the Vuleka School in Johannesburg/
Soweto. A plan is being formed to 
help the congregation understand 
ñWhy Southern Africa?ò  
Plans are being made for Pentecost 
Sunday, arranging for the readings 
to be heard in native foreign lan-
guages. 

Discussions are continuing about a 
possible exchange with the people 
who made the Keiskamma altar-
piece, leading to us commissioning 
them to create a piece of artwork 
for us and for us to create a piece of 
artwork for them. 
A successful meeting took place 
with commission members and the 
staff of a successful Episcopal out-
reach program in Washington, DC. 
Practical advice was received for 
developing successful grant pro-
posals and approaching small foun-
dations that work against such 
things as hunger and homelessness. 
Meetings and dialogue about mov-
ing forward will continue.  

Energy Strategy  

An energy futures trading firm with 
a relationship with the Diocese 
allows its customers to hedge 
against energy price increases by 
continuing to buy power access 
lines from local providers such as 
Pepco and BGE while buying the 
actual electricity from the trading 
firm at a fixed rate over a con-
tracted period of time. Although 
any possible benefits to St. An-
drewôs are not clear at this time, 
discussion about merit in the future 
are continuing. 

Buildings & Grounds Committee 

A recent meeting was well at-
tended. A growing hole in the park-

ing lot needs to be fixed. An estimate is 
being requested and the possibility of 
funding the work through the Endow-
ment is being researched. Additionally, 
the flashing in the breezeway is getting 
worse, and similar action is needed. 
Lastly, the pros and cons of having a 
cleaning service vs. a sexton are being 
considered. The staff is assisting by 
conducting some research, which will 
be shared when it is complete. 

Other 

Additional action taken by the Vestry 
includes approving the Endowment 
Boardôs request to spend $750 from the 
Congregational Care Endowment Fund 
for kitchen supplies. 


