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Final Notes 

The Celtic, published monthly except for a 

combined June-July issue, is the newsletter of 

Saint Andrewõs Episcopal Church, 4512 College 

Avenue, College Park, Maryland 20740. 

 

Deadline for Submissions 

Sunday closest to the tenth day of each month. 

Send paper copy or photos to the parish office, 

or email/attach your articles to stan-

drews1@comcast.net. 

 

Weekly Schedule  

Sunday 

 8:00 a.m. Holy Eucharist Rite I 

 9:00 a.m. Choir Rehearsal 

  Nursery Open 

 9:30 a.m. Adult and Youth Forums 

10:30 a.m. Holy Eucharist Rite II with music 

  Childrenõs Christian Formation 

Tuesday 

 7:30 pm Bible Study (alternate weeks) 

Wednesday 

12:00 noon Mid-week Eucharist 

 6:45 p.m. Education for Ministry 

Thursday 

10:00 a.m. Thrift Corner (until 2 p.m.) 

 7:00 p.m. Thrift Corner (until 8:30 p.m.) 

 7:30 p.m. Choir Practice 

Saint Andrewôs Episcopal Church 
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College Park, Maryland 20740 

Non-Profit Org. 
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Deadline for next issue: November 10 
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òIf we believe heaven to be our country, it is better for us to transmit 
our wealth thither, than to retain it here, where we may lose it by a 
sudden removal.ó John Calvin 
òNo one can serve two masters; for a servant will either hate the one 
and love the other, or be devoted to one and despise the other. You 
cannot serve God and wealth.ó Matthew 6:24 

  Saint AndrewôsSaint Andrewôs  
 

 

 

November 2008 November 2008   

news, but stewardship has been hi-

jacked, because it has been equated with 

paying the bills.  

During a Stewardship presentation a 

well-intentioned member of the Finance 

Committee says, ñCosts are going up 

everywhere and the church is no differ-

ent;ò thatôs when the hijacking has oc-

curred. A wealthy member of the con-

gregation approaches the Rector in De-

cember and asks, ñHow much do you 

need to balance the budget?ò As he 

writes the check, stewardship has again 

been hijacked. When someone says that 

the priest is there to worry about spiri-

tual matters and the members worry 

about the money ï another hijacking. 

This is not the way Jesus talked about 

money. Jesus talks about money a lot, as 

has often been observed. But Jesus 

never talks about money in terms of the 

churchôs need to receive. He always 

talks about our need to give. We who 

gather in his name would do well to 

follow his lead, whether we come to 

church for a reason, for a season, or for 

 We live, it would seem, in challeng-

ing times. As I write this, joblessness is 

rising, the stock market is falling and the 

economy is ñslip-sliding away.ò I doubt 

that the situation will be much improved 

when you read it. For many in my gen-

eration, what seemed like security (a 

good pension, carefully husbanded sav-

ings) now seems fragile and unreliable. 

Perhaps every generation must learn 

that lesson. Perhaps we should para-

phrase the 23rd Psalm this way: 

God is my financial planner; 

I need not go on line. 

He maketh me to lie down 

with health insurance; 

He leadeth me beside excel-

lent 401k plans; 

He restoreth my soulé 

Our thinking is better focused in 

times like these than it is when the good 

times roll. Times like these force us to 

consider what is important and what is 

not, especially when it comes to the 

subject of money and our reliance on it. 

Like so many other things in our lives, 

money has a way of disappointing, as 

well as corrupting, us. Itôs no wonder 

we are often confused about the differ-

ence between money and stewardship, 

but perhaps times like these can help us 

see these as two different concerns.  

Too often, stewardship is hijacked by 

the budget both in our church and in our 

daily lives. It happens all the time and 

without any but the best of intentions. 

ñStewardship was very good at St. 

Swithenôs this year. We paid all our bills 

and had some left over.ò Thatôs good 

a lifetime. For Jesus, money is a threat 

to relationship. It can threaten our rela-

tionship with God (no one can serve 

two masters) and it can threaten our 

relationship with our neighbor (as in the 

parable of the rich man and Lazarus). 

All of us know this from our own ex-

perience.  

One way to be free of the worry and 

the threat that money brings is to give it 

away. As I write, I am in my cell in a 

monastery for what has become an an-

nual visit from me. Here money does 

not seem to be a concern as no one has 

any. But the rest of us are called to be 

thoughtful stewards. The creative, com-

passionate and even shrewd use of our 

resources is part of the gospel impera-

tive and therefore, the Christian life. 

And that imperative rests on three es-

sential principles: 

Divine Ownership: ñThe earth is 

the Lordôs and all that is in it, the 

world and all who live in 

itéò (Psalm 24) God is the giver of 

all that we call our own. 

Human Stewardship: God is the 

owner of the vineyard which has 

been entrusted to our  care. Good 

stewardship requires detachment, 

commitment and generosity. 

Divine-Human Partnership: Our 

management of the resources en-

trusted to us must be comparable 

with Godôs will as we understand it 

in the life death and resurrection of  

Jesus Christ. 

In all of this, stewardship must come 

to be understood to be about relation-

ship; our relationship with creation, our 

relationship with our neighbor and our 

relationship with God. It is about the 

Continued on page 2 
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Christian FormationChristian Formation  

St. Martinõs Lantern 

Festival  

On Sunday, November 9, parents 

and children are invited to attend a 

Lantern Walk in observance of St. 

Martinôs Day. St. Martin was a 

horseman on the way to the king on 

a cold night when he was stopped by 

a beggar who asked for money. Mar-

tin didnôt have any money so he cut 

his coat in two and gave the beggar 

one half. Later, Jesus appeared to 

Martin dressed in the beggarôs half 

of the coat. Martin was so moved by 

his experience that he no longer 

wanted to serve the king, but only 

God. 

We will gather at 3:30 pm in the 

Parish Hall. Under the guidance of 

Birgit Meade, a native of Germany, 

we will make and decorate lanterns 

from pre-cut cardboard. After every-

one has made a lantern, we will 

gather and get a light and a stick. 

She will teach us a couple of simple 

German childrenôs songs about St. 

Martin, and then we will sing and 

process outside around the church 

with our lanterns lighted. Cookies 

and juice will be served. 

Sunday School News  

The Pre-School Class is using a 

curriculum focused on lessons from 

the Revised Common Lectionary. On 

Saint Andrewôs Day they are invited 

to Childrenôs Chapel. 

The Primary Class is listening to 

Godly Play stories 

Nov 2 Moses  

Nov 9 The Ark and the Tent  

Nov 16 Ruth 

Nov 23 St. Andrewôs Day Childrenôs 

Chapel  

Nov 30 Samuel 

The Intermediate Class is fin-

ishing its study of the MDGôs 

Nov 2 Goal 7: Create a healthy en-

vironment 

Nov 9 Goal 8: Letôs everyone work 

together to help others 

Nov 16 Conclusion of MDG study 

Nov 23 St. Andrewôs Day - no class  

Nov 30 Advent ï John the Baptist 

St. Andrewõs Day  

Celebration  

On Sunday, November 23 we will 

celebrate St. Andrewôs Day. There 

will be no regular classes. Children 

are invited to join the bagpipe pro-

cession around the block at the be-

ginning of the 10:30 service. Chil-

dren ages 3 ï 2nd grade will attend 

childrenôs chapel during the first part 

of the Eucharist, joining their fami-

lies at the peace. 

Adult Forum  

During most of November and 

December, the Adult Forum will be 

sponsored by the Jubilee Commis-

sion. 

The Rev. Canon Sam Van Culin 

will be our guest on Sunday Nov. 2.  

He will lead the Adult Forum discus-

sion of the current issues confronting 

the Anglican Communion and preach 

at the 10:30 service. Rev. Van Culin 

was Executive for World Mission for 

the Episcopal Church and served as 

Secretary General of the Anglican 

Consultative Council in the nineties. 

November 9: Amy Stout, princi-

pal of Langley Park McCormick Ele-

mentary School will be our speaker. 

November 16: Bill Gilcher will 

lead a discussion of AIDS in Africa.  

making of Godôs principled people, 

seeking first the kingdom of God and its 

righteousness. So donôt let the budget 

hijack stewardship again. And always 

remember that righteousness is not 

about being right, but about being in 

right relationship. 

From page 1 
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Jubilee CommissionJubilee Commission  

2008 Langley Park -McCormick School Winter Clothing Drive  

Winter is coming, and once again the 

Jubilee Commission is hoping to help 

the students at Langley Park-

McCormick Elementary School with 

warm winter clothing. This school is an 

ethnically diverse school (over a dozen 

languages and nationalities are repre-

sented) with almost all of the students 

qualifying for free breakfast and lunch. 

It's a school with many needs but few 

resources, and many of the students are 

new immigrants from Central America, 

without warm clothing for the cold 

months. Our previous drives for school 

supplies and winter clothing have been 

very successful, and greatly appreciated. 

We hope that you will continue by help-

ing again this year. 

We are collecting clean, gently used 

or new warm jackets, and sweaters; 

mittens, gloves, hats, and scarves, and 

new socks and underwear for both chil-

dren and adults. Students go from Pre-

Kindergarten through 6th Grade, but 

warm clothing for all sizes and ages can 

be used. Sizes 5 to 14 are the most use-

ful. 

We will begin collecting the last Sun-

day of November, (the30th) and will 

continue collecting through January 20. 

There will be large boxes at the entrance 

to the Parish Hall and at the back of the 

church, and the clothing will be deliv-

ered to the school on a weekly basis, 

through January. Questions? Call Peggy 

Alexander at 301-464-5043, or Pat Pre-

ston at 301-345-2302. 

Search CommitteeSearch Committee  

Search Committee Update  

Since early October, the Search Com-

mittee has been meeting weekly to re-

view the more than 20 applications we 

currently have on hand. We're following 

a specific, carefully thought out process 

that we want to share with the congre-

gation. So even though we can't tell you 

anything about the candidates them-

selves, you'll have confidence in how 

things are moving forward. 

First, all of the applications that we 

receive have already been vetted by the 

Bishop and the Diocesan Deployment 

Office. The candidates have sent us re-

sumes, in addition to the required dioce-

san forms that cover their ministry spe-

cialties and interests. The candidates 

have also answered some standard 

questions that the Search Committee put 

together to get more specifics on their 

interest in St. Andrew's, their written 

communication style, and their back-

grounds. 

So far, we've been able to review two 

candidates per meeting (7 to 9+ p.m.). 

We're being very thorough, and we all 

fill out the same evaluation sheet in ad-

vance so that we can compare each can-

didate with the description of our new 

rector in the parish profile and with our 

goals for the future of St. Andrew's. 

Every member of the committee is en-

couraged to comment on each candi-

date. Committee members who can't 

make a meeting send in their comments, 

which are read to the group once we've 

all made initial comments. Our goal is 

to come to consensus on whether each 

candidate is ñnot for us,ò ñpossible,ò or 

ñpromising.ò 

Once we identify candidates as 

ñpromising,ò we'll contact references to 

gather more information and plan visits 

to their parishes. Applications are still 

coming in, and we anticipate having 

weekly meetings for the next several 

months. So, as we hope you can see, 

we're moving forward with all deliber-

ate speed, giving each candidate prayer-

ful, thoughtful consideration. Please 

continue to keep us and the candidates 

in your prayers. 
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Guest Speaker Sam PortaroGuest Speaker Sam Portaro  

Guest Speaker Sam Portaro  

On Sunday, November 2, we will welcome the Rev. Sam Portaro as guest 

lecturer in a program co-sponsored by the St. Andrewôs Endowment Board and 

the EACM. He will be speaking on the process of congregational mission dis-

cernment at 4:30 p.m. in the Sanctuary. 

The Rev. Portaro is retired Episcopal Chaplain of the University of Chicago 

and former director of Brent House, similar to the Episcopal Student Center at the 

U of MD. He has had a long and rich career in campus ministry, mentoring stu-

dents and young adults. He is past president of the 

Episcopal Society of Ministries of Higher Educa-

tion and is the author of many books including 

Brightest and Best: A Companion to the Lesser 

Feasts and Fasts; Conflict and a Christian Life; 

Crossing the Jordan: Meditations on Vocation 

(Cloister Books ); Daysprings: Meditations for the 

Weekdays of Advent, Lent and Easter; Inquiring 

a n d  D i s c e r n i n g  H e a r t s;  a n d 

Mind the Gap: Forming a New Generation of 

Leadership for an Aging Church. He is also a con-

tributor to Disorganized Religion: The Evangeli-

zation of Youth and Young Adults, edited by Sheryl 

A. Kujawa. Please join us. 

Celebrate the joys of  St. Andrew's!  

Also known as "Free Dinner!"  

Saturday, November 8, at 6:00 p.m.  

 Sometimes life at St. Andrew's 

is hectic. Rushing from work to 

choir practice; planning for the 

Loaves and Fishes cafe; working 

on the Altar Guild; attending a fi-

nance committee meeting; helping 

out at the parish work day- there is 

no shortage of opportunity to serve.  

On this night, we present an 

opportunity to just relax and have 

fun. Please join us on Saturday, No-

vember 8th at 6:00 pm for a parish 

supper. We'll have a pasta dish, 

salad, bread, dessert, and soft drinks, 

followed by some special entertain-

ment.  

Did we mention that this is free? 

So bring the kids and come and have 

fun with your parish family. And if 

you'd like, bring a friend or 

neighbor, so they can see why St. 

Andrew's is the place to be! 

We'll have a signup sheet in the 

parish hall on Sunday, October 26th, 

and Sunday November 2nd after the 

10:30 service. You can also call the 

church office or email Aja at Stan-

drews1@comcast.net If you are in-

terested in helping to prepare food, 

set up, or clean up, please contact 

Dan Ryan at 202-285-5844 or email 

r y a n . e l e c t r a 2 2 5 @ g m a i l . c o m 

ryan.electra225@gmail.com Many 

thanks to our Stewardship committee 

for sponsoring this event. We look 

forward to seeing you there! 
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Stewardship CommitteeStewardship Committee  

Stewardship in Hard Times  

Youth NewsYouth News  

We are in the midst of our fall stew-

ardship campaign, an opportunity to 

respond to Godôs gifts to us by support-

ing the ministries of St. Andrewôs 

Church.  

Certainly this isnôt an ideal time to be 

asking for monetary pledges. The eco-

nomic uncertainty that has affected this 

nationðand the worldðhas caused all 

of us to take a new look at our priorities 

and goals. But Godôs love continues to 

shower us with blessings and to shelter 

us in times of trouble. 

Weôll be celebrating Godôs gifts to us 

with a parish-wide dinner on Saturday, 

Nov. 8. Weôll enjoy a delicious meal 

from chefs Russ Little and Cheryl Hoff-

man, as well as some entertainment and 

a chance to think about our response to 

Godôs gifts. 

Sunday, November 16, is Steward-

ship Sunday. This will be the culmina-

tion of our fall campaign, when we turn 

in the pledge cards that represent our 

support of St. Andrewôs and its minis-

tries for the coming year. 

These are not easy times, but devot-

ing a portion of our treasure to St. An-

Game Night Friday, Nov 7  

Bring your friends, and your favorite 

strategy, card or board game to share. 

We'll gather at 6:30 in the Rectors' 

Lounge for dinner and night of great 

fun. All are welcome! 

 

Sunday, November 16  
Youth worship and dinner  

The youth group from Christ 

Church, Georgetown will be taking a 

field trip to visit the EACM. Peter 

Antoci and the rest of the EACM 

have invited the St. Andrew's Youth 

to join them for worship at 6:30 with 

dinner and fellowship to follow. 

Nov 21 -22, Cathedral Lock -in 

Sat Nov 22, Help the Homeless Walkathon  

This walk through DC helps to raise 

money to provide services to the home-

less in our area. All are welcome. This is 

a great family event. Registration is $15 

for youth up to age 25, and $25 for 

adults age 25 and up. You can join the 

St. Andrew's team by going to http://

www.helpthehomelessdc.org, click on 

"Register" and then "Join a Team". Our 

team is St. Andrew's, College Park. 

Youth who are going to the lock-in can 

go directly from the lock-in to the walk. 

All others can join us at the registration 

on the National Mall. There are meet-up 

areas, and we will be in the A section. If 

you register online, we'll know you're 

coming and can look for you. 

Introducing the New EACM Seminarian  

drewôs is both an acknowledgement that 

our parish family is already an impor-

tant and comforting part of our lives and 

a commitment that our hearts will be 

with the community of Christôs ministry 

at St. Andrewôs. 

My name is Nicholas Forti. I'm a 

Middler at Virginia Theological 

Seminary discerning a call to or-

dained campus ministry. I'm twenty-

seven and recently married. My 

wife, Eleis, is a student at St. John's 

College in Annapolis. I'm excited to 

learn from and participate in the 

EACM and, through that ministry, 

the life of St Andrew's parish. 
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Among Us: Kyle HerbertAmong Us: Kyle Herbert  

Fourth Sundays at Four  

For the Community of  College Park  

by Lynne Slater  

We each come to St. Andrewôs by a different path and make a unique contribution.  

Fifteen-year-old Kyle Herbert has 

always lived in the house in College 

Park where he now lives with his 

parents Lola and Tim. However, his 

experiences are wide-ranging. Due to 

his participation in the French im-

mersion program, he is fluent in the 

language and visited France as an 

eighth grader. Now a sophomore at 

DeMatha Catholic High School, he 

is a member of the varsity crew team 

which requires a rigorous three sea-

son training schedule in addition to 

his academic classes. An accom-

plished drummer, Kyle plays for the 

DeMatha Pep band. Until he made 

the varsity crew team, he also played 

in a jazz band. 

Kyle has unusual summers. He 

has lived on a submarine, worked on 

Navy flight line, and assisted in 

Navy port operations. The prerequi-

site to these experiences: the summer 

before his freshman year in high 

school, he attended boot camp! Kyle 

is a member of the Naval Sea Cadet 

Corps and clearly loves it. Two 

weekends a month, he spends time at 

the Washington Navy Yard practic-

ing drills, learning leadership skills 

and instructing others. His future 

summer experiences could take him 

around the world. 

Although he does not remember 

much about his early church experi-

ences, Kyle knows he was baptized, 

then his family gradually stopped 

going to church. About five years 

ago, when Kyle was 10, he and his 

Mom started attending St Andrewôs. 

Kyle is now an active member of the 

Youth Group, where he ñhangs out 

and discusses things like the Bible 

and life with friends.ò Because the 

Youth Group format encourages in-

teraction, he has been able to 

develop more close friendships 

at St Andrewôs than in school 

where the pace is much faster. 

Kyle feels close to God and 

finds that he sometimes prays 

without knowing it. He is 

grateful for the mystery of the 

ñrandom good things that hap-

pen.ò Kyle gives back to the St 

Andrewôs community as an 

acolyte and crucifer. He enjoys 

both helping things go 

smoothly and the connection to 

God he feels through his ac-

tions. When Kyle is the cruci-

fer, he lifts the cross high ï because 

he is strong, ñbecause it is cool,ò and 

because he feels it draws the congre-

gation a little closer to God.  

 

On Sunday, November 23, at 4 

p.m. we present William Feasley, 

classical guitar. Mr. Feasley is the 

first guitarist to be awarded the cov-

eted Artistôs Diploma from the Pea-

body Conservatory of Music. Since 

his debut in 1980 with the San Fran-

cisco Ballet, Feasley has 

maintained an active in-

ternational concert tour-

ing schedule playing in 

Spain, the Caribbean, 

Greece, Yugoslavia, New Zealand, 

Australia, the United Kingdom and 

Iceland. 

Sunday, December 7, at 6:30 p.m. 

will be an Advent Service of Les-

sons featuring our Parish Choir and 

the Keiskama Gospel choir from 

South Africa. Watch 

for more details in 

upcoming Sunday 

bulletins. 
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In the FamilyIn the Family  

News and Notes  

Congratulations to Nancy and Chad Clay on the birth of their son Jack Ellington 

Clay on August 29. He is the brother of William who is almost 2. Grandparents Bill 

and Ann Delevan worship with us about half of the year and then return to Florida 

for the winter months. They enjoy a new home in Hyattsville. 

Congratulations to Kierstie and Todd Whitehead on the birth of their son, Jer-

emy, on August 8, 2008. Their home is in Riverdale. 

The congregation was sorry to learn of the death of June Milbourne on Septem-

ber 18, June was a parishioner, but since she moved to Poolesville she could not at-

tend very often. 

St. Andrews Day is November 23  

Join us at the 10:30 a.m. service and march with bag-

pipes around the block.  Be sure to wear something 

plaid! (St. Andrew is the patron saint of Scotland.) 

Following the service come to the parish hall for a pot-

luck meal. Last names A-L, please bring main 

dish and dessert for 8; for M-Z, a main dish of 

salad or vegetables for 8. 

If You Didnõt Think It Mattered, Think Again! 

Imagine. We enter St. Andrewôs 

on Sunday morning, but no one is 

there to welcome us or to give us a 

leaflet. We might find a leaflet any-

way after searching a little, but then 

again, some of us may not, and the 

rest of the service will now 

be harder to follow (and now, 

we donôt have any printed 

announcements or a list of 

parishioners to pray for).  

Later, Bruce invites us to 

make an offering, but no one 

comes by the pews to collect 

it. We wonder silently what 

we should do. Perhaps some 

of us might seek out the 

treasurerôs office after church 

and drop our offering off 

there, but many of us feel 

uncomfortable, and we do not drop it 

off at all. (Later, the treasurer will 

have a hard time paying some bills.)  

By now, the anthem has been 

sung, and Bruce is waiting at the al-

tar to bless the offering, but where is 

it? It hasnôt been collected, and no 

one is bringing anything up to the 

altar. Should we sing the doxology 

now with nothing to offer? We feel 

awkward.  

A little unsure, we proceed on 

through the Eucharistic prayer, but 

after singing the fraction anthem, we 

sit in our pews, wondering when we 

should go up for communion. No 

one is there to help. The rows before 

us have not gone. Does that mean we 

should not go either? Confusion in-

creases. Some of us may go up to the 

rail anyway, but many of us just sit, 

feeling too awkward now to take 

communion. The worship service 

certainly has not felt comfortable or 

welcomingðall because the ushers 

were missing. 

Of course, that scenario is an ex-

aggeration, but you get the point. 

Ushers play a crucial role in the ser-

vice that we do not often notice. The 

first person every visitor sees is the 

usher and first impressions count a 

lot. Otherwise, if the ushers are do-

ing a really good job, we should not 

notice them a lot. They blend into 

the service as quiet guides and serv-

ers. But ushers are important, 

and we do not have enough of 

them. If this kind of quiet serv-

ing is something that appeals to 

you, please consider becoming 

a St. Andrewôs usher. You can 

contact Alan Sinclair at 301-

4 7 4 - 7 7 4 5  o r 

alsin6206@verizon.net, or you 

can call the church office at 

301-864-8880 to get more in-

formation. 

COFFEE HOUR HOSTS NEEDED  

 Coffee Hour Hosts are needed for Sunday, 

November 10. Please see Bruce, Wayne, or 

Wes about signing up. Sign-up sheets for 

2009 will be available soon at the Coffee Hour 

table each Sunday. Please consider giving a 

little of your time, talent, and treasure to this 

Hospitality Ministry in the coming year. 


