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“For what does the Lord require of you?...
Dear Friends in the Community of St. Andrew’s,

With these words from the prophet Micah, we write to ask you to consider your pledge of
financial support to St. Andrew’s Church for 2008. This is a time of significant transition
in our community as we search for a new rector and try to discern where God is leading
us in the coming years. It’s a time when we’re challenged to grow. During this transition,
we must be vigilant in our ongoing work to serve Christ in each other and the world. We
must keep our ministries vital and fulfill our responsibilities to compensate our dedicated
staff adequately and maintain our buildings —all while dealing with the additional tasks
and expenses associated with the search for the right person to call as rector.

As we know from our own lives, we have to deal with rising costs. Heating costs are
higher with oil prices on the rise. Health care costs continue to rise dramatically with a
corresponding rise in the cost of health benefits for our staff —likely a double-digit
increase according to the diocese. In addition, we are expected to offer at least a COLA
raise to our staff: the diocesan suggestion is 3.6%. Because of these increased costs —and
especially since personnel costs are more than half the budget—we need a substantial
increase in pledges just to stay even.

Many people give to St. Andrew’s but do not pledge. This makes the process of
budgeting for the future very difficult. We know you support St. Andrew’s in its ministry
and mission or you wouldn’t be part of this community. So, if you haven’t pledged
before, please consider pledging now. If you have pledged in the past, please consider
increasing your pledge by at least 3 - 5% or more if you can. We’ll need it just so that we
can stay even!

To help you as you prayerfully consider your personal and family response to this call
from your community, we are enclosing answers to some frequently asked questions and
other information about our parish’s financial situation. We are also enclosing a pledge
card. Turn it in by mail or by placing it in the collection plate any Sunday. You can also
[submit your pledge online. Then join us for a great celebration on St. Andrew’s Day,
November 18, 2007. Your pledge enables the Vestry and the Finance Committee to
make informed decisions about our life together in 2008.

Join us in doing justice, loving kindness, and walking humbly with our God in this
community of faith. Through God’s grace and the generosity of those who came before
us, we have been given so much. Please respond in kind with generosity.

Kd and Blll Gilcher

Kathy and Don Perkinson

.. but to do justice, and to love kindness, and to walk humbly with your God.”


http://standrewscollegepark.org/pledge.php

